
St John the Evangelist  3rd Sunday of Advent: Gaudete Sunday 
Fr James Callaghan OSB 12th December 2021 (Year C) 
 

Parish Administrator: Kathryn Lynam; Assistants: Emma Harrison and William Scrope 

Office Hours: Tuesday to Thursday, 9:00am to 2:45pm, Friday 9:30-3:30pm.  
Telephone 01347 821295 In an emergency, the Abbey’s number is 01439 741111  

Safeguarding Representatives: Mary-Clare Laidlaw and Mark de Groot  

easingwoldpriory@ampleforth.org.uk; Personal emails to Fr James: james@ampleforth.org.uk 

Facebook and website at stjohntheevangelisteasingwold.co.uk 

Please let Kathryn have your email for the bulletin, and search for our private Facebook group  

Mass Times this Week: 
Saturday     11th  Feria 

  5:45pm  Mass: John and Mary Garner 

  7:30pm  Jubilate Concert “Winter Wonderland” at the Parish Church 

Sunday       12th  3rd Sunday of Advent 

10:00am  Mass: Canon Patrick Moynagh 

Monday      13th  St Lucy, Virgin, Martyr, Mem 
  2:00pm  Music for the Mind Christmas Concert in St Mary’s Cathedral Hall 

Tuesday      14th   St John of the Cross, Priest, Doctor, Mem 

  7:00pm  Churches Together Advent Course on Zoom (Week 4) - Led by Margaret Young 

Wednesday 15th Feria 

Thursday    16th Feria 

Friday         17th Feria 

Saturday     18th  Feria 

  5:30pm  Churches Together Carols at the Market Cross, with Easingwold Lions 

  5:45pm  Mass: Clare Grant RIP 

Sunday       19th             4th Sunday of Advent 

10:00am  Mass: Mary and Len Brown RIP 

  6:30pm  Joint Churches Carol Service at the Parish Church 

Revised Covid Restrictions 

In view of the PM’s announcement on Wednesday, with regard to the increasing cases of the Omicron 

variant, THE WEARING OF MASKS AT MASS MUST NOW BE REGARDED AS 

OBLIGATORY. This does not, of course, apply to people who are legitimately exempt.  

There are a number of people who wish to attend Mass who are medically very vulnerable; they should 

not be subjected to the unnecessary risk of infection, nor indeed to the anxiety of seeing people near 

them not wearing a mask. This being the case, not to wear one is in fact to show a lack of charity – a 

failure to observe the Gospel precepts.  

The Sunday Obligation to Attend Mass 

The Catholic bishops acknowledge that the rate of covid infection is still high in this country. With this 

in mind, they have agreed that the Sunday Obligation is still suspended; as they write: 

“The pandemic is clearly not over. The risk of infection is still present. For some, there is legitimate 

fear in gathering together. As your bishops, we recognise that these prevailing circumstances suggest 

that not everyone is yet in the position to fulfil the absolute duty to attend freely Sunday Mass.” 

The bishops go on to remark that the Sunday Mass is a gift. So it is: a gift which we should gratefully 

accept if we can. For this reason, we must be very careful not to miss Mass on Sundays, even now, if 

we are quite at ease in crowds (such as we find when Christmas shopping, for example….) and are not 

worried about contracting the virus, being young and healthy. For those who are not in this category, 

of course, you must have no anxiety about not yet attending Sunday Mass; a good prayer to make 

instead may be asking God to let us reach a situation where there is no longer such a risk, that we may 

all be united once again to offer our praise and thanks to Him in the most sublime way possible. 



Prayer to St Michael 
Holy Michael, Archangel, defend us in the day of battle. Be our safeguard against the wickedness and snares of 

the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do Thou, Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the power of 

God, thrust down into hell Satan and all the wicked spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of souls. 

Confessions 

Please remember that, just at the moment, we are unable to provide the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

We will let you know as soon as we are able to resume this essential Sacrament. 

Parish Forum Meeting 

Thank you to those who attended the Parish Forum Meeting. Minutes will follow in due course. 

Thought for the Week 

I do not worship matter, I worship the God of matter who became matter for my sake and deigned to 

inhabit matter, who worked out my salvation through matter. I will not cease from honouring that 

matter which works for my salvation. I venerate it, though not as God.       St John of Damascus d. 749 

Middlesbrough Food Bank – Message from Eve and David Cragg-James 

Thank you so much for your wonderful response to the Christmas appeal! This appeal combined with 

that of the villages of Cawton, Gilling and Oswaldkirk allowed us and Peter Allen to drive 2 packed 

cars up to the depot on Tuesday to be sorted by the few hard-working volunteers.  

NEXT DELIVERY will be JAN. 11th, ‘22, DEADLINE -Sunday 9th.  

Please remember how tough things are during school holidays, and prepare to keep on giving 

generously, if you can! Thank you! God bless .Eve and David. (07952 725961) 

Do please remember that we also collect for the Easingwold Food Bank, which helps a large number 

of families even in our own “prosperous” town and surrounding area.  

SVP and CWL Contacts 

▪ St. Vincent de Paul (SVP): Pauline Willcox 823675 

▪ Catholic Women’s League (CWL): Susan Harrand 823219 

Upcoming Events 
December 

▪ Fri 24th 4:30pm: Crib Service for children 

▪  8:00pm: First Mass of Christmas 

▪ Sat 25th 10:00am: Day Mass of Christmas 

▪  5:45pm: No Vigil Mass 

▪ Sun 26th 10:00am: Mass for the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

January 

▪ Wed 5th 10:00am: SVP Meeting in Priory. Zoom on Meeting ID: 891 5215 8871 Passcode: SVP2022 

▪ 15th /16th  White Flower Appeal 

▪ 18th -25th  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Please help yourself to the following free items 

▪ Herb garden outside the kitchen door 

▪ 4 balls cream knitting wool in Parish Office 

▪ Selection of mirror tiles in Parish Office 

Volunteers Needed 

Calling all would-be volunteers to please come forward. 

▪ Kathryn has sent out the rotas for 2022 this week. Please let us know If you have not received yours. 

▪ Eucharistic Ministers to the sick and housebound: You do not have to be especially “holy”, but a 

Catholic in good standing who has a deep reverence and love for the Blessed Sacrament, and a love 

and care for the people to whom you will be administering it. 

Missio Calendars and Magazines 

These are now in the Porch for red box holders – and anyone else who would like one. Also boxes can 

be left in the office for emptying. With many thanks for your support. 

Advent Retreat 

The Diocese has provided a retreat that can be downloaded from our Facebook group or their website. 

It starts on 17 Dec and finishes on Christmas Day. 



Offertory Collections and Charities: Thank you for your offerings 

▪ Last Sunday’s collection raised £313.10. Thank you very much. 

▪ We raised £87.10 for Christmas Flowers – if you didn’t get chance to contribute, and would like to, 

please either put it in an envelope marked Christmas Flowers, or give it to Kathryn. We will make it 

up to £150 from parish funds. 

▪ We have received a payment for Easyfundraising this quarter for £18.94. Many thanks to those who 

are doing this. See Kathryn if you would like to donate from your online shopping at no cost to 

yourself. 

Rotas: More help is needed, please speak to Kathryn if you think you can help  
 Steward(s) Reader Coffee 

Sat 11 Dec Frams for Fulfords Ted Melling  

Sun 12 Dec Kathryn Lynam Peter McAleenan Sheila Ward & Teresa Kinloss 

Sat 18 Dec Fulfords for Frams Michael Fram  

Sun 19 Dec Lizzie Stewart Sandra Knapton Mollie and John McCabe 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

the Infirm and Housebound: Sally Agar, Rita Ashbridge, Mary Capaldi, David Craig, Hilary Dutton, 

Paul Gallagher, Mary-Rose Harrison, and Gerry Kelly;  

the Sick: Jenny Cook, Simon Cunniffe, Marcin Ellingham, Barbara Fox, Murray Grant, Brian Harrison, 

Marta Hatfield, Sarah Hodkinson, Darren Kennedy, Lt. Comm. Matthew Kiernan, Mary Melling,  

baby Malachi James Mtui, Krystyna Najgrodzka, Vincent O’Donnell, Teresa Catherine Powers,  

Tilly (Middlesbrough) and Anne Waggott; 

those who have died recently; Michael Carroll and Eileen Malone; those whose Anniversaries occur 

about this time: Philip Appleyard, Mary Brown, Chris Cviic, Patrick Brent Grotrian, John Mark Lawrie. 
 


