
St John the Evangelist  1st Sunday of Advent 

Fr James Callaghan OSB 28th November 2021 (Year C) 
Parish Administrator: Kathryn Lynam; Assistants: Emma Harrison and William Scrope 

Office Hours: Tuesday to Thursday, 9:00am - 2:45pm, Friday 9:30am - 3:30pm. 

Telephone 01347 821295 In an emergency, the Abbey’s number is 01439 741111 

Safeguarding Representatives: Mary-Clare Laidlaw and Mark de Groot 

easingwoldpriory@ampleforth.org.uk; Personal emails to Fr James: james@ampleforth.org.uk 

Facebook and website at stjohntheevangelisteasingwold.co.uk 

Please let Kathryn have your email for the bulletin, and search for our private Facebook group   

Mass Times this Week: 
Saturday   27th Feria 

 5:45pm Mass: David Peter Harmer RIP 

Sunday     28th 1st Sunday of Advent 

 10:00am Mass: Desmond O’Brian 

Monday    29th Feria 

Tuesday    30th St Andrew, Apostle, Feast 

Wednesday 1st Feria 

Thursday    2nd Feria 

Friday         3rd St Francis Xavier, Priest, Mem 

Saturday     4th St John Damascene, Priest & Doctor, Mem 

 5:45pm Mass: Joyce Watson 

Sunday       5th 2nd Sunday of Advent 

10:00am Mass: Michael Carroll 

PARISH FORUM MEETING THIS WEEK 

At last, for the first time since the pandemic began, we are able to hold a Parish Forum meeting this 

week, on Thursday 2nd December at 7pm for 7.30pm. It will be held in the Parish Hall and we do hope 

you will be able to come: it is very important that your views on things at this uncertain time (covid-

wise) and on other matters relating to us all in the Parish have a chance to be heard! 

Do come if you can, and if you would like to bring some nibbles feel absolutely free! 

Agenda points so far, please let us know of any others: 

▪ Update on Fr James’ situation 

▪ Parish Finances 

▪ Safeguarding 

▪ Feedback on COVID precautions 

The Sunday Obligation to Attend Mass 

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference met on the 18th November and have published a document called 

“Honouring Sunday” which is available online. In it, they acknowledge that the rate of covid infection 

is still high in this country (indeed, at the time of writing this, a further 47,240 new cases have just been 

reported today). With this in mind, the bishops have agreed that the Sunday Obligation is still 

suspended; as they write:  
“The pandemic is clearly not over. The risk of infection is still present. For some, there is legitimate 

fear in gathering together. As your bishops, we recognise that these prevailing circumstances suggest 

that not everyone is yet in the position to fulfil the absolute duty to attend freely Sunday Mass.”  

The bishops go on to remark that the Sunday Mass is a gift. So it is: a gift which we should gratefully 

accept if we can. For this reason, we must be very careful not to miss Mass on Sundays, even now, if 

we are quite at ease in crowds (such as we find when Christmas shopping, for example….) and are not 

worried about contracting the virus, being young and healthy. For those who are not in this category, 

of course, you must have no anxiety about not yet attending Sunday Mass; a good prayer to make 

instead may be asking God to let us reach a situation where there is no longer such a risk, that we may 

all be united once again to offer our praise and thanks to Him in the most sublime way possible. 



Thought for the Week 

The celebration of Advent is possible only to those who are troubled in soul, who know themselves to 

be poor and imperfect and who look forward to something greater to come.                  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer  (German Lutheran pastor, theologian and anti-Nazi. Killed by the Nazis in April 1945) 

Christmas Flowers 

There will be a second collection next week towards the costs of the Christmas flowers. Ros Willis 

always produces such a fabulous display for us, please donate so that she can give her talents full rein. 

Prayer to St Michael 
Holy Michael, Archangel, defend us in the day of battle. Be our safeguard against the wickedness and snares of 

the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do Thou, Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the power of 

God, thrust down into hell Satan and all the wicked spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of souls. 

Middlesbrough Food Bank 

This is now up and running again; once again, warmest thanks to Terry McMahon who, for a long time, 

transferred our donations over to St Benedict’s, Ampleforth for collection! 

I am delighted to let everyone know that Peter and Chris McAleenan, who joined the Parish fairly 

recently, have very kindly offered to take over from Terry, so we can start collecting donations straight 

away. If you would like to contribute with any suitable food-stuffs, there is now a box in the church 

porch (just where it used to be) so please put your items in the bag in the box. 

There is much poverty in Middlesbrough, with a high percentage of children living below the poverty 

line, so please do whatever you can to help many families have a good and happy Christmas. 

Do remember also that we also collect for the Easingwold Food Bank, which helps a large number of 

families even in our own “prosperous” town and surrounding area. Thank you!! 

Volunteers Needed 

It is said many people would volunteer, but they have never been asked. We’re asking! 

Kathryn will be sending out the rotas for 2022 in due course. Please let us know if you can volunteer at 

one of the Christmas Masses, bearing in mind there is no 5:45pm vigil Mass on Saturday 25th December 

– we assume you will all be too full of Turkey to venture out! 

▪ Coffee: Thank you for those who are already volunteering, please let Kathryn know if you could help. 

▪ Eucharistic Ministers to the sick and housebound: You do not have to be especially “holy”, but a 

Catholic in good standing who has a deep reverence and love for the Blessed Sacrament, and a love 

and care for the people to whom you will be administering it. 

Advent Courses and Retreats 

▪ The Diocese has provided a retreat that can be downloaded from our Facebook group or their website. 

It starts on 17th Dec and finishes on Christmas Day. 

▪ Churches together are offering an Advent course this year with HOPE as the theme. These will all be 

held on Tuesdays over Zoom starting at 7pm 

o 30th November (Week 2) - Led by Elizabeth Cushion 

o   7th December (Week 3) - Led by Janet Crane 

o 14th December (Week 4) - Led by Margaret Young 

The Universe Catholic Weekly: £20 for 3 months 

New online newspaper can be ordered from www.universecatholicweekly.co.uk or 0743661 7650. 

Missio Calendars and Magazines 

These are now in the Porch for red box holders – and anyone else who would like one. Also boxes can 

be left in the office for emptying. With many thanks for your support. 

SVP and CWL Contacts 

▪ St. Vincent de Paul (SVP): Pauline Willcox 823675 

▪ Catholic Women’s League (CWL): Susan Harrand 823219 

Confessions 

Please remember that, just at the moment, we are unable to provide the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

We will let you know as soon as we are able to resume this essential Sacrament. 

Bulletin availability - The church is open from 9am-5pm so please help yourself to bulletins. 

Herb garden outside the kitchen door - Please help yourself! 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.universecatholicweekly.co.uk%26c%3DE%2C1%2CfrYbwA5twvhGl-bVZVQMylv7bhqKNXNNc2kzMImu9lxr43kGDz6z6TszY75JWvxuXHpkx7FYYuG-A3AT0tX6SKo8JgU_Ki2CPSCtgCxBw_bVQG2dvD6m7rOJFzI%2C%26typo%3D1&data=04%7C01%7Ceasingwoldpriory%40ampleforth.org.uk%7C4aec42ff2afb4df25ac708d9a51cf6ab%7C645c91aa6e694ba283433804cfa3c965%7C0%7C0%7C637722366179051578%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=6UCyMOJLqbmRY%2BnfzRPSQiPmhp9XbLQFuG3n5FvPbAw%3D&reserved=0


Offertory Collections and Charities: Thank you for your offerings 

▪ Last Sunday’s collection raised £269.15. Thank you very much.  

▪ Envelopes for collection: If you are not a tax payer, but would still prefer to put your offering in a                                                                       

sealed envelope, let Kathryn know and she will sort you out with a box. And if you are a tax payer,  

we will be able to claim back 25% of your offering at no cost to yourself. 

Upcoming Events 

December 

▪ Wed   1st 10:00 SVP Meeting in Priory Dining Room. Zoom ID 873 9547 8573  

          Passcode: SVP0112 

▪ Thurs 2nd 19:00 Parish Forum in the Hall 

▪ Sun    5th 16:00 Advent Choral Evensong at the Parish Church. Please see Kathryn if you  

    would like the details for singing in this event. 

▪ Sat   11th 19:30 Jubilate Concert “Winter Wonderland” at the Parish Church 

▪ Mon 13th  14:00 Music for the Mind Christmas Concert in St Mary’s Cathedral Hall 

Christmas Shoe boxes 

Chris Peel has advised that, including our contributions, Easingwold has sent 140 boxes to the appeal, 

and donations in the amount of £142.96. Thank you to all involved. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

the Infirm and Housebound: Sally Agar, Rita Ashbridge, Mary Capaldi, David Craig, Hilary Dutton, 

Paul Gallagher, Mary-Rose Harrison, and Gerry Kelly; the Sick: Jenny Cook, Simon Cunniffe, Marcin 

Ellingham, Barbara Fox, Murray Grant, Brian Harrison, Marta Hatfield, Sarah Hodkinson, Darren 

Kennedy, Lt. Comm. Matthew Kiernan, Mary Melling, baby Malachi James Mtui, Krystyna 

Najgrodzka, Vincent O’Donnell, Teresa Catherine Powers, baby Sienna (in intensive care), Tilly 

(Middlesbrough) and Anne Waggott; those who have died recently; Joan Broad, Michael Carroll, Eileen 

Malone and Beryl Rhodes; and those whose Anniversaries occur about this time: Elizabeth Abbott, 

Josephine Buck, John Fletcher, Dorothy May Callaghan, Dorothy Coleman, Angela Rita Field, Mary 

Gill, Marjorie Jackson, Tom Hopperton, Freddie McGuinness, Eileen Rampling, Dorothy Sewart and 

Agnes Williams. 

Rotas: More help is needed, please speak to Kathryn if you think you can help  
 Steward(s) Reader Flowers Coffee 

Sat  27th Nov Frams Michael Fram   

Sun 28th Nov Anita Rush Jill Simpson None in Advent Sheila Holroyd 

Sat    4th Dec David Embleton John Willcox   

Sun   5th Dec Mary Clare Tony Lawton None in Advent Jill Simpson & Jenny Harp 

 


