
 St John the Evangelist  

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Solemnity  

Fr James Callaghan OSB  15 August 2021 (Year B)  

Parish Administrator: Kathryn Lynam; Assistants: Emma Harrison and William Scrope Office 

Hours: Tuesday to Thursday, 9:00 to 3:00pm, Friday 9:30-3:30pm.  

Telephone 01347 821295 (In an emergency, Fr James’ number at the Abbey is 01439 766016)  

Safeguarding Representatives: Mary-Clare Laidlaw and Mark de Groot  

easingwoldpriory@ampleforth.org.uk; Personal emails to Fr James: james@ampleforth.org.uk Facebook 

and website at stjohntheevangelisteasingwold.co.uk  

  Please let Kathryn have your email for the bulletin, and search for our private Facebook group 
 

Mass Times this Week:  

Saturday 14 St Maximilian Mary Kolbe, Priest, Martyr, Mem 

 10:45am Confessions 

 5:45pm Mass: Parish  
Sunday 15 The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Solemnity 

 10:00am Mass: Joanna Nicholson RIP 

Monday 16 Feria  
Tuesday 17 Feria  
Wednesday 18 Feria 

  NO MASS AND CHURCH CLOSED ALL DAY  
Thursday 19 Feria,   
Friday 20 St Bernard, abbot, Doctor, Mem 

 09:30am Mass: Dead of the EBC  
Saturday 21 St Pius X, Pope, Mem 

 10:45am Confessions 

 5:45pm Mass: Parish  
Sunday 22 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 10:00am Mass: Venerable Mary Ward 
RANDOM (BUT REVERENT) THOUGHTS ON THE ASSUMPTION OF OUR BLESSED LADY  

On 1st November 1950, in his Apostolic Constitution, Pope Pius XII solemnly declared that “the 
Immaculate Mother of God, the ever Virgin Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, was 
assumed body and soul into heavenly glory.”

 
  

This is the feast we are celebrating today. Belief in the Assumption of Our Lady goes back to the earliest 
centuries of the Church and it has since then been held fitting that the Mother of God – she who bore the 
Christ in her womb – should not have experienced corruption but should have been taken up, at the end 
of her life, to enjoy the eternal bliss of her beloved Son, where she can intercede for us throughout our 
lives and especially “at the hour of our death”.

 
  

Why, then, was it not until 1950 that the Assumption (in which the Church had always believed) became 
an article of Faith, which all Catholics are bound to believe? Put another way, if the Church had always 
held the doctrine to be true, why did the Pope feel it necessary to proclaim it solemnly in 1950?   
The date is significant. In 1945, only five years before, the most vicious war the world had ever 
experienced came to an end. The hate-filled and immoral pseudo-religion of National Socialism 
(Nazism) was defeated, but not until the Jewish people had known the most inhuman, irrational and 
lethal campaign to eliminate them in their history. The Jews: the people chosen by God to bring forth the 
Messiah; the people never abandoned by God, but always loved by Him and always kept by Him as 
people who have a special role to play in the final salvation of all mankind. St Paul writes about this in 
depth in Romans chapter 11; there, he warns Christians about complacency and presumption and, 



inspired by the God of Israel he writes in verse 25: “part of Israel had its mind hardened (leading to their 
rejection of Jesus the Christ), but only until the gentiles have wholly come in”. May I recommend a 
careful reading of Romans 11!   

But what of the glorious Assumption of Our Lady? The Church has always taught that this is a unique 
pledge, given to us all, that we, too, will share in the Resurrection of Christ Himself – that we shall reign 
with Him not only in our souls but also in our glorified bodies, along with Our Lady and all the Saints – 
a literal truth!    

As we have so often seen, however, God not only fulfils but “hyper-fulfils” His promises! Perhaps it is 
deeply significant that half-way through that wonderful and yet so tortured 20th century, Christ’s Vicar 
on earth should have solemnly declared that a human being, redeemed by Christ, should have 
experienced the fulness of Christ’s redemptive act – and not just any human being but a woman, and not 
just a woman, but a Jewish woman at that – and that this should be finally made clear so soon after the 
utter horrors of the Holocaust?   

I do not believe for one moment that it is pure coincidence that so shortly before the Feast of the  
Assumption, on the 9th August, the Church should now celebrate the remarkable feast of St Edith Stein 
– St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross – a young and highly gifted Jewish woman, who converted to 
Catholicism and who was murdered at Auschwitz in 1942 because of her Jewish identity; nor is it 
coincidence that on the 14th August, the day before this great Feast, we should be celebrating the feast of 
St Maximilian Kolbe, the Franciscan priest who, again at Auschwitz, gave up his life in order to spare a 
father of a family in 1941.   
My dear friends, it is possible that we are living in very important times: that the Holy Spirit is very 
much at work among His people and others. Let us celebrate this day with joy, but maybe a more 
thoughtful joy, as we honour the Blessed Virgin Mary assumed into Heaven; and let us be thankful 
indeed to the Holy Spirit for His gift of the 1st November 1950, the date of that dogma which Carl Gustav 
Jung, the great Swiss psychiatrist, psychoanalyst and thinker, described as "the most important religious 
event since the Reformation."   
Holy Mary, Assumed into Heaven, pray for us.                                           Fr James.  

Thought for the Assumption  

And with regard to ourselves, how deservedly do we keep the feast of the Assumption with all 

solemnity. What reasons for rejoicing, what motives for exultation have we on this most beautiful 

day! The presence of Mary illumines the entire world so that even the Holy City above has now a 

more dazzling splendour from the light of this most virginal lamp. With good reason, thanksgiving 

and the voice of praise resound today throughout the courts of Heaven….  

Let us not complain, for here we do not have a lasting city but we seek one that is to come: the same  

which the Blessed Mary entered today.                 St Bernard of Clairvaux 1090 – 1153 
 

Offertory Collections and Charities: Thank you for your offerings  

Thank you for last week’s offertory collections: £295.00  

Job Vacancy: Choral Director at the Diocese of Middlesbrough  

This is a full time position, based at St Mary’s, working within twelve schools in the Diocese. Please let 

Kathryn know if you would like more information. Closing date is 3 September.  

Eggs: Back this week!  

Many thanks to Trish and Jane. Any donations will go to the Little Sisters of the Poor in Leeds.  

Open the Book  

This is a scheme run by Churches Together where a team go into the primary school to enact Bible stories 

and discuss them with the children. We have been asked by Andrew Neville Smith, who runs it, if there 

are any among our parishioners who would like to help out. If you are interested, please either contact 

Andrew himself, or let Kathryn know and she will pass the information on.  

Bulletin availability  

Now the church is open from 9am-5pm (Tues 3pm), please help yourself to bulletins from the back.  



Summer Youth Festival 2021: 27 – 30 August  

Youth 2000 will be hosting their festival in our diocese for the first time: at Ampleforth. It starts Friday 

27 August until the following Monday. Please see Kathryn for more information  

Parish Contacts  

 St. Vincent de Paul (SVP): Pauline Willcox 823675  

 Catholic Women’s League (CWL): Susan Harrand 823219  

PLEASE PRAY FOR:  

the Infirm and Housebound: Sally Agar, Rita Ashbridge, Mary Capaldi, David Craig, Paul Gallagher, 

Gerry Kelly, and Darren Kennedy; the Sick: Jenny Cook, Murray Grant, Marta Hatfield,  

Sarah Hodkinson, Darren Kennedy, Lt. Comm. Matthew Kiernan, Mary Melling, Krystyna Najgrodzka, 

Vincent O’Donnell, Teresa Catherine Powers, Anne Waggott and Tilly (Middlesbrough);those who have 

died recently; Derrick Johnson, Fr Michael Phillips; and those whose Anniversaries occur about this 

time: James Tollan.  

Prayer to St Michael  

Holy Michael, Archangel, defend us in the day of battle. Be our safeguard against the wickedness and 

snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do Thou, Prince of the Heavenly Host, 

by the power of God, thrust down into hell Satan and all the wicked spirits who wander through the 

world for the ruin of souls.  

Upcoming Events  

August 

Fri 20 11:30 Funeral Mass for Fr Michael Phillips at Ampleforth Abbey 

27-30  Youth Festival at Ampleforth Abbey 

Sun 29: 14:00 Ecumenical Pet Service on Chase Garth 

September 

Sat 11 10-12 Diocesan Inspirational Day on Zoom with Fr Kevin Hayden: “Let Us Dream”.  

For ministers, stewards, catechists etc. Email heidi.cummins@rcdmidd.org.uk 

Sun 12 2:30 Easingwold Town Band Free Celebration Concert at the Galtres Centre 

Sun 19 15:00 Ecumenical Garden Service in the Priory Garden 
 

Message from CAFOD  

10th Anniversary of the Syrian conflict – how your donations have helped the Syrian people Thanks 

to your donations, CAFOD has been helping people in Syria since the crisis began 10 years ago. 

Over 12 million people have left their homes, 5.6 million are refugees in neighbouring countries and 

within Syria, 13 million people need help. At the beginning, our focus was on delivering food and 

blankets through our local church partners. Then we started providing education, health and legal 

services, and helping people earn a living. Our latest projects are supporting children, lonely elderly 

people, helping women learn to read, and helping people restart their small businesses. We’ve always 

planned for the long term, standing alongside people who lost everything. None of this work would 

have been possible without your support of CAFOD. Thank you.  

Rotas  

Thank you to those who help out by stewarding and reading at all Masses. Please could we have a few 

more names for the flower rota? Many thanks!  

It has been suggested some people would prefer an organised rota for the weekday Masses as well. If 

you would like to go onto such a rota, please let Kathryn know. 

 Steward(s) Reader Flowers 

Sat 14 Aug Frams Michael Fram  

Sun 15 Aug Sheila Ward Sandra Knapton Anne Waggott 

Sat 21 Aug David Embleton Joanne Pottage  

Sun 22 Aug Anita Rush Anton Lodge Anne Waggott 



 


