
St John the Evangelist  Pentecost, Solemnity 

Fr James Callaghan OSB 23 May 2021 (Year B) 
 

Parish Administrator: Kathryn Lynam; Assistants: Emma Harrison and William Scrope 

Office Hours: Tuesday to Thursday, 9:00 to 3:00pm, Friday 9:30-3:30pm. 

 

Telephone 01347 821295 (In an emergency, Fr James’ number at the Abbey is 01439 766016) 
 

Safeguarding Representatives: Mary-Clare Laidlaw and Mark de Groot 
 

easingwoldpriory@ampleforth.org.uk; Personal emails to Fr James: james@ampleforth.org.uk 

Facebook and website at stjohntheevangelisteasingwold.co.uk  

Mass Times this Week: 

Saturday 22 Feria 

 5:45pm Mass: Parish  

Sunday 23 Pentecost, Solemnity 

 10:00am Mass: Venerable Mary Ward  

Monday 24 Mary, Mother of the Church, Mem  

Tuesday 25 St Bede the Venerable, Priest, Doctor, Feast  

Wednesday 26 St Gregory VII, abbot & pope, Mem 

 09:30am Mass: Parish  

Thursday 27 Our Lord Jesus Christ, The Eternal High Priest, Feast  

Friday 28 St Augustine of Canterbury, Solemnity 

 09:30am Mass: John Holton RIP  

Saturday 29 Feria 

 10:45am Confessions 

 5:45pm Mass: Jim Waggott RIP  

Sunday 30 Most Holy Trinity, Solemnity 

 10:00am Mass: Parish 
 

Wishing you all a very happy Whitsunday (or Pentecost): may the Holy Spirit bless every 

member of the Parish and keep us all safe! 

SOME CHANGES IN RESPONSE TO THE EASING OF RESTRICTIONS 

Holy Communion 

We can now revert to the practice of the priest saying “The Body of Christ” to each communicant with 

the response being as usual “Amen”. 

Church Access 

I intend to keep the church open as long as possible for private prayer. Please do come along to continue 

the ancient practice of “paying a visit to the Blessed Sacrament” for as long or short a time as you would 

like. The bishops, however, have asked that you leave a note of your name on the paper which will be 

provided on the stewards’ table; this is just a health-precaution and the paper will be destroyed after a 

week or two. 

Please note: the church will be open mostly in the mornings every day. On Mondays we will have to close 

at 2pm. On Sundays the church will be closed all day from the end of Mass. On all the other days I envisage 

being open until 5pm (except Saturdays of course, when there is Mass at 5:45pm). 



Confessions 

It has been a source of great concern to me that the parish has not had the opportunity to come to 

Confession for about 14 months now. This is an essential sacrament; to neglect or ignore it is to put oneself 

in great spiritual danger. 

My great worry is that, having got out of the habit of confessing, many people will not want to re-start! 

Before the pandemic, the use of this great and powerful sacrament was very low (as in most parishes in 

Europe!) and it would be tragic if even more Catholic people fell away! 

My dear friends, it is not enough just to tell God we are sorry for our serious sins; it is His will that these 

should be forgiven sacramentally, that is, by Christ Himself (“Confess your sins to one another….” James 

5:16). When we hear the words of the priest “I absolve you from all your sins” it is in fact Our Lord who 

is speaking, which means we have the absolute assurance that God Himself forgives us utterly and 

completely. 

There are many people who feel terribly embarrassed about confessing their sins, especially to a priest 

they know and who knows them. Put bluntly, that is a suggestion of the devil! As you know, no priest will 

ever reveal what he hears in the confessional – ever! Moreover, no priest (we have all been very well 

trained in this regard) “remembers” what he has been told in the sacrament so that henceforth he regards 

a person in a different light; in our experience we feel nothing but love and undiluted admiration in the 

confessional for someone who has confessed to any sin, no matter how bad or embarrassing, and I like to 

think that this is what Jesus Christ felt when He encountered sinners. 

And that is the point! We are all sinners: I sin, you sin – we are all alike, so who on earth would  

dream of “casting the first stone”? In my own life, I have found the Sacrament of                     cont. 

Reconciliation, or Confession (call it whatever you will) the most enormous help even from quite an early 

age, which leads me to worry that so few young people come to the sacrament these days! 

The sacrament is available to people of all ages and all states of life, providing they recognise that they 

have done something wrong and are sorry for it.  

At last I can resume this wonderful action of God’s unconditional love for us in our own church! To begin 

with, I would like to start hearing confessions (to begin with, without Exposition and Public Recitation of 

the Rosary) next Saturday 29th May from 10:45am – 11:30am in the Lady Chapel. I beg you to keep 

me busy!! So busy, in fact, that I shall need to lay on extra times for confessions on other days, at other 

times. 

And please remember: if you are thinking that it is good that confessions have started again, but that 

“Really, I don’t need to go myself”, then be under no illusion at all: YOU DO!! 

One thing though: because of covid, someone will need to wipe down door-handles at the end, at about 

11.30. We would all be so grateful if someone could be sure to be the last penitent of the day and to do 

this little job. You will certainly be prayed for and will be richly blessed for having carried out an 

unappealing job to enable the sacrament to take place. And let us all pray that the day will come soon 

when all these precautions will be unnecessary! 

Thank you for reading this far, and God bless you all. Fr James. 

Reinstating Rotas 

It has been a long time since we have had the majority of the rotas, and it is possible that circumstances 

have so changed that some of our long-standing volunteers may possibly not wish to continue. With this 

in mind, we would like to start a new list, which also gives newcomers an opportunity to contribute.  

▪ Flower rota – thank you to Jenny Cook and Sheila Holroyd for their hard work during the Easter 

season. If you are happy to go on a two-week rota for the flowers, please let Kathryn know. 

▪ Readers’ rota – we are now allowed to have volunteers on the sanctuary. Please let Kathryn know that 

you are happy to remain on, or to be added to the readers’ rota. 



Thought for the Week 

O Holy Spirit, descend plentifully into my heart. Enlighten the dark corners of this neglected dwelling 

and scatter there Thy cheerful beams. Saint Augustine 
 

Prayer to St Michael 

Holy Michael, Archangel, defend us in the day of battle. Be our safeguard against the wickedness and 

snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do Thou, Prince of the Heavenly Host, by 

the power of God, thrust down into hell Satan and all the wicked spirits who wander through the world for 

the ruin of souls.  

Safety in the Car Park 

Following an incident before Mass last week, please note that both pedestrians and vehicles use the car 

park. We ask that you take extra care when manœuvring, and park thoughtfully. If you are reasonably fit, 

please consider using the Chase Garth car park, thus leaving more room for the elderly and those with 

mobility issues. 

Bulletin availability: 

hard copy from box at kitchen door 

Please help yourself, or let Kathryn have your email if you would like a soft copy.  

Eggs: Free until further notice 

Please take what you need from the Porch, many thanks to Trish and Jane. You are still welcome to 

donate to the Poor Box. Many of you are doing so, because we were able to send a cheque for £100 to 

the Little Sisters of the Poor in Leeds. 

Mass Intention Requests to Fr James 

If you would like a Mass said please write the intention on an envelope with the offering inside. With 

advanced notice we can try for a specific date, otherwise we will use the next available slot. 

Offertory Collections and Charities: Thank you for your offerings 

▪ Thank you for last week’s offertory collections: £226.40 

▪ We have raised £85.33 through Easyfundraising over the last quarter: thank you to those who are 

using the scheme. Please see Kathryn if you would like more information. 

Mass under COVID 

Thank you to those who help out by stewarding at all Masses.  

Steward Saturday  Sunday  

22/23 May Lucy and Alex Walton Mary Clare Laidlaw 

29/30 May David Embleton Trish McDonnell & Jane Grant  
Until we can ease spacing restrictions, both weekend Masses are fully booked. This makes it all the more 

important to let us know if you cannot attend one week. 

Streaming: on-line resources 

▪ Please see our website for a list of these. 

the Diocese (middlesbrough-diocese.org.uk) has a simple database to provide links to those 

churches broadcasting live Catholic Mass online. 

Catholic Papers 

We will no longer be providing papers for you to purchase from us. However, you can contact them 

directly if you would like to subscribe. 

▪ Combined Catholic Universe and Times: 0161 820 5722 www.thecatholicuniverse.com 

▪ Catholic Herald: https://catholicherald.co.uk 

▪ For editions of all the catholic papers you can also go on www.ChurchPaper.co.uk. 



Parish Contacts 

▪ St. Vincent de Paul (SVP): Pauline Willcox 823675 

▪ Catholic Women’s League (CWL): Susan Harrand 823219 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

the Sick, Infirm and Housebound: Sally Agar, Rita Ashbridge, Mattie Burke, Mary Capaldi,  

Cath Cavanagh, Jenny Cook, David Craig, Col Crossland, Paul Gallagher, Murray Grant,  

Catherine Harmer, Mary-Rose Harrison, Pauline Harrison, Marta Hatfield, Derrick Johnson,  

Gerry Kelly, Vince Kelly, Darren Kennedy, Lt. Comm. Matthew Kiernan, Krystyna Najgrodzka, Vincent 

O’Donnell, Marie Podgorski, Teresa Catherine Powers, Stephen Sangster,  

Jenny Tomalin-Reeves, Anne Waggott, Ron Waite and Sophie Williams; 

those who have died recently: Colin Dobson; and those whose Anniversaries occur about this time: Alfred 

Richard Andrews, Mary Teresa Beck, James Garner, Fr Osmund Jackson, Kathleen Satchwell, Margaret 

Walsh and Patricia Thelma Willis. 

 
 


