
St John the Evangelist  3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time,  

Fr James Callaghan OSB 24 January 2021 (Year B) 
 

Parish Administrator: Kathryn Lynam; Assistants: Emma Harrison and William Scrope 

Office Hours: Under COVID-19 Wednesday and Friday 9:30-3:30pm. 

 
Telephone 01347 821295 (In an emergency, Fr James’ number at the Abbey is 01439 766016) 

 
Safeguarding Representatives: Mary-Clare Laidlaw and Mark de Groot 

 
easingwoldpriory@ampleforth.org.uk; Personal emails to Fr James: james@ampleforth.org.uk 

Facebook and website at stjohntheevangelisteasingwold.co.uk 
  

Mass Times this Week: 

Saturday 23 Feria,  

 5:45pm Mass: Venerable Mary Ward; Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  

Sunday 24 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time,  

 10:00am Mass: Parish; Week of Prayer for Christian Unity   

Monday 25 The Conversion of St Paul, Apostle, Feast  

Tuesday 26 Feria,   

Wednesday 27 Ss Timothy & Titus, bishops (disciples of St Paul), Mem 

 09:30am Mass: EBC  

Thursday 28 St Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Doctor, Mem 

  Mass: Dead of the EBC  

Friday 29 Feria,  

 09:30am Mass: Welfare of the Schools  

Saturday 30 St John Bosco, Priest, Feast 

 5:45pm Mass: Vocations  

Sunday 31 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time,  

 10:00am Mass: Parish 

Today: The Sunday of the Word of God 

Yes, today has been designated as the day when we should remember what a great gift we have been 

given in Sacred Scripture, the Bible – the very word of God……….remember, and show our gratitude 

by coming to love it.  
It is astonishing how many families own bibles throughout the world, but how few actually read it! I 

think this may not only be because in the past  we rather thought: Catholics “don’t read the bible”, but 

also because people who would like to read it simply don’t know where to start, so perhaps a few tips 

may be helpful. I do hope so: it is a wonderful thing to read at least some passage from the bible every 

day.  
Firstly: remember that everything we read in scripture comes from God – it is an inspired text; but it 

is more than that – it is a “love-letter” to all mankind! So when we pick up a bible, however 

tentatively, let us know that there is a message God wants to give me and that very message is part of 

this great letter of love which He has written to me!  
Secondly, remember that the bible is not a book as such, but rather a whole library! There are 73 

books in the Catholic scriptures and they all differ; in the Old Testament some are more historical, 

others are prophetic writings, others still belong to that category known as “Wisdom Literature”. 



Then, of course, in the New Testament we have the Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles,  the Epistles 

(letters) and the book of Revelation (the Apocalypse).   
Next, read a translation you like!! There are many ones available, some far better than others. My own 

favourite is the New Jerusalem Bible (and not just because it was translated by our own Fr Henry!); 

the RSV (Revised Standard Version) is also good. If you are going to buy a bible, just make sure it is 

a Catholic one with all the right books in! Of course I should be very happy to give advice with this.  
So how do I start?  
Some of the books are more difficult than others – that is, they need a more mature understanding of 

the history of salvation, so don’t just start anywhere in case you get put off! The Gospels are the best 

possible place to start, because we meet Jesus Himself there: perhaps St Mark’s is the easiest (and 

shortest), but Matthew and Luke are eminently accessible too. St John’s gospel is, to my mind, one of 

the holiest and most beautiful pieces of writing ever – a great gospel to work up towards! The Acts of 

the Apostles says a lot about the earliest Church and the difficulties St Paul had – quite a page-turner 

in places! 

In the Old Testament, the Book of Exodus is a superb account of the way God chose His people and 

brought then from Egypt into the Promised Land. The Book of Psalms is the “Golden Treasury” of the 

Bible, with 150 songs or poems; every conceivable human mood is contained there – there is always 

one to suit (if you are feeling really grim in lockdown, you could also try the Lamentations of the 

Prophet Jeremiah – he does not pull his punches and makes us realise that people have suffered worse 

things than Covid-19!). The Book of Proverbs is full of wisdom – the proverbs themselves kick off in 

chapter 10.  
How do I actually read scripture?  
Slowly!! Don’t read to “get through it”, but carefully. Before you start, pray to the Holy Spirit for the 

gift of understanding then read the way you would eat a wonderful meal, savouring every mouthful, 

chewing it over, letting the taste sink in. Again like a meal: don’t be greedy and try to take in too 

much. If you would like to read something every day, aim for about 20 minutes of slow, meditative 

reading, but if you are really pressed for time, even 5 minutes will keep your spiritual senses alert and 

hopefully leave you wanting more! And let your imagination in. Reading St Mark, for example, pause 

to think what the scene may have looked like; how were the people dressed? What did their voices 

sound like (especially that of Our Lord)?  
This is, of course, the briefest possible guide, and there is much more I could say, but I really hope 

you will find some of the hints I’ve given helpful and awaken a real love of the word (and the Word) 

of God!  
God bless you all and let us pray for each other, 

Fr James 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Prayer to St Michael 

Holy Michael, Archangel, defend us in the day of battle. Be our safeguard against the wickedness and 

snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do Thou, Prince of the Heavenly 

Host, by the power of God, thrust down into hell Satan and all the wicked spirits who wander through 

the world for the ruin of souls. Amen. 
 

Thought for the Week 

To love means loving the unlovable. To forgive means pardoning the unpardonable. Faith means 

believing the unbelievable. Hope means hoping when everything seems hopeless. 

G K Chesterton 

Christmas Cards in the Porch 

Please check to see if there are any for you still left. Those still there after next weekend will go into 

Kathryn’s crafting collection… 



St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) 

The SVP nationally has been working hard to meet needs in parishes and communities. In this 

difficult situation they have arranged for some Zoom sessions for anyone interested in learning more 

about what they do. Please collect a leaflet from the Porch, or contact Kathryn. We do have a local 

branch, and if you would like more information about that please ring Pauline on 823675 
 

Information and Useful Links 

▪ Please let Kathryn have your email for the bulletin 

▪ Search for our closed group on Facebook 

▪ Please see our website for a list of on-line resources, including churches who are live-streaming 

Mass, and Magnificat’s offer for free on-line access during this troubled time. 

▪ Catholic Universe and Catholic Times: can be delivered to you weekly: 3 months for £22.00 or 12 

months for £80.00. See www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call 0161 820 5722 

▪ For editions of all the catholic papers you can also go on www.ChurchPaper.co.uk. 
 

Messages from Charities 

▪ Right to Life: would like you to email your MP asking that the Government should not give in to 

demands from the assisted suicide lobby: https://righttolife.org.uk/StopAssistedSuicide 

▪ “Survive” is a York-based charity providing support to those who have survived child sexual abuse, 

rape or sexual assault:  survive-northyorks.org.uk 

CAFOD Volunteer Team 

Just a few hours a month could help us to share updates and enable our parish community to take 

action for global justice. Help us to keep the conversations about human rights, social justice and 

climate action going and stay connected with those who are impacted by poverty and injustice. You 

will be supported by Carol Cross our local CAFOD worker for the Diocese, contact her for more 

details ccross@cafod.org.uk or sign up here www.cafod.org.uk/Volunteer/Sign-up. 

Offertory Collections and Charities: Thank you for your offerings 

▪ The last 2 and this week’s collection will be announced on Kathryn return, when she has had a 

chance to count it; thank you very much in advance. 
 

▪ We have raised £93.51 through Easyfundraising over the last quarter: thank you to those who are 

using the scheme. Please see Kathryn if you would like more information. 

▪ Missio: There are some calendars available in the porch 

Eggs: Free until further notice 

Please take what you need from the Porch, many thanks to Trish and Jane. You are still welcome to 

donate to the Poor Box if you wish, but there is no obligation. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

the Sick, Infirm and Housebound: Sally Agar, Mattie Burke, Mary Capaldi, Kitty Carrington,  

Cath Cavanagh, Jenny Cook, David Craig, Col Crossland, Paul Gallagher, Murray Grant, Catherine 

Harmer, Mary-Rose Harrison, Pauline Harrison, Marta Hatfield, Derrick Johnson, Gerry Kelly, Vince 

Kelly, Darren Kennedy, Lt. Comm. Matthew Kiernan, Vincent O’Donnell, Marie Podgorski,  

Teresa Catherine Powers, Stephen Sangster, Anne Waggott, Ron Waite and Sophie Williams; 

those who have died recently: Jean de Groot, Anne Rowe, Alma Corrie, Pat Grotrian, Valerie 

Hopwood, Rita Leedal, Edward Maughan, Pamela McDonnell; 

those whose Anniversaries occur about this time: Patrick Alfred Burgess, Harold Callaghan,  

Tom Holton, Patrick Maughan, Josephine Alice Miller, Michael Anthony Nelson,  

Esther Mary Catherine Waghorn.  

 

http://www.cafod.org.uk/Volunteer/Sign-up

