
St John the Evangelist  2nd Sunday after Christmas 

Fr James Callaghan OSB 3 January 2021 (Year B)  
Parish Administrator: Kathryn Lynam; Assistants: Emma Harrison and William Scrope 

Office Hours: Limited hours during the Christmas Period.  
Telephone 01347 821295 (In an emergency, Fr James’ number at the Abbey is 01439 766016) 

Safeguarding Representatives: Mary-Clare Laidlaw and Mark de Groot 
 

easingwoldpriory@ampleforth.org.uk; Personal emails to Fr James: james@ampleforth.org.uk 

Facebook and website at stjohntheevangelisteasingwold.co.uk 
  

Mass Times this Week: 

Saturday 2 Ss Basil the Great & St Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops & Doctors, Mem 

  Mass: Parish  

Sunday 3 2nd Sunday after Christmas 

10:00am Mass: Len and Mary Brown RIP   

Monday 4 Feria  

Tuesday 5 Feria  

Wednesday 6 Epiphany of the Lord, Solemnity 

 9:30am Mass: Theresa O'Brian RIP  

Thursday 7 Feria 

  Mass: Colette Watson RIP (Month's Mind); CTED Meeting  

Friday 8 Feria 

 9:30am Mass: David Melling RIP  

Saturday 9 Feria 

 5:45pm Mass: Parish  

Sunday 10 Baptism of the Lord, Feast 

 10:00am Mass: Special Intention 

A NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE FROM FR JAMES 

I don’t think too many people will be mourning the passing of 2020 after all it has brought us, and yet, 

as I wrote before Christmas, our response must still be: “Father, thank you for this year!” Some of you, 

I know, have had the added blow of losing a loved one – a husband or wife, or a parent – and the fact 

that limited numbers only have been permitted at the funerals cannot have alleviated your grief, but the 

parish has still prayed with you as one, and continues to pray. God has a wonderful way of bringing 

good out of evil, and even this year there have been blessings. Here in our parish, the sense of 

community and togetherness has been as strong as ever, with so many of you working to make it 

possible for us to come together for Mass, for example. 
 

Accommodating all the varying government “guidelines” has been far from easy, but very many of our 

parishioners have more than risen to the challenge with their willingness to act as stewards and ushers 

to enable Mass to take place safely, and everyone has accepted the strange changes to the liturgy with 

the best possible grace – you may be sure that you will receive much grace in return! 

Others have made sure that those without access to the internet have been able to receive these Bulletins 

especially during lockdowns, so that they could keep up with what was happening in the parish: God 

bless you, too!  And of course so many of you have been so incredibly kind to me! It has been your 

support, coupled with that of Our Lord of course, which has enabled me to perform what I could of my 

duties: your generosity has been truly inspirational and I thank you all very sincerely – without you I 

couldn’t have done much at all! 
 



So now, the Old Year is giving way to the New. We simply don’t know what 2021 will bring, but we 

can – and must – pray that it will be a happy year. Didn’t Our Lord assure us “Can you not buy two 

sparrows for a penny? And yet not one falls to the ground without your Father knowing. Why, every 

hair on your head has been counted. So there is no need to be afraid: you are worth more than many 

sparrows.” (Matt 10: 29-31). In the Old Testament too, God gives His people (us!) the same assurance: 

“I regard you as precious….you are honoured in my sight and I love you.”  That His love for each of 

us will last throughout the coming year is the one thing we can be certain of, so let’s spend 2021 loving 

Him back, and always saying “Thank you, Lord!” 

January 1st was of course the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God; let us put ourselves under her 

protection by saying the Memorare, the well-known prayer of St Bernard: 
 

REMEMBER, O MOST LOVING VIRGIN MARY 

THAT IT IS A THING UNHEARD OF 

THAT ANYONE EVER HAD RECOURSE TO THY PROTECTION, 

IMPLORED THY HELP, OR SOUGHT THY INTERCESSION 

AND WAS LEFT FORSAKEN. 

FILLED, THEREFORE, WITH CONFIDENCE IN THY GOODNESS, 

I FLY TO THEE O MOTHER, VIRGIN OF VIRGINS. 

TO THEE I COME; BEFORE THEE I STAND, A SORROWFUL SINNER. 

DESPISE NOT MY WORDS, O MOTHER OF THE WORD, 

BUT GRACIOUSLY HEAR AND GRANT MY PRAYER. AMEN. 

May God bless each and every one of you, throughout this coming year and beyond! 

Fr James. 

Prayer to St Michael 

Holy Michael, Archangel, defend us in the day of battle. Be our safeguard against the wickedness and 

snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do Thou, Prince of the Heavenly Host, 

by the power of God, thrust down into hell Satan and all the wicked spirits who wander through the 

world for the ruin of souls. Amen. 
 

Thought for the Week 

"You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream."  (C.S. Lewis) 

RESUMING SATURDAY EVENING MASS 

I’m delighted, at long last, to be able to begin the popular Saturday evening Mass once again, thanks to 

the kind offers of a number of parishioners to stay behind for a few minutes to clean the church down 

in preparation for Sunday morning. 

We will be re-starting with Mass on Saturday 9th January 2021, at the normal time of 5.45pm. Please 

do get in touch in advance to book a place/places so that we do not go above the permitted numbers. 

I look forward very much to seeing many of you then! 

Fr James. 

Christmas Cards in the Porch 

Please check to see if there are any for you still left. Those still there at the end of January will go into 

Kathryn’s crafting collection… 

St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) 

The SVP nationally has been working hard to meet needs in parishes and communities. In this difficult 

situation they have arranged for some Zoom sessions for anyone interested in learning more about what 

they do. Please collect a leaflet from the Porch, or contact Kathryn. We do have a local branch, and if 

you would like more information about that please ring Pauline on 823675 

 



Information and Useful Links 

▪ Please let Kathryn have your email for the bulletin 

▪ Search for our closed group on Facebook 

▪ Please see our website for a list of on-line resources, including churches who are live-streaming Mass, 

and Magnificat’s offer for free on-line access during this troubled time. 

▪ Catholic Universe and Catholic Times: can be delivered to you weekly: 3 months for £22.00 or 12 

months for £80.00. See www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call 0161 820 5722 

▪ For editions of all the catholic papers you can also go on www.ChurchPaper.co.uk. 

Restored Crib Figures 

We are delighted with the crib figures which have been beautifully restored thanks to a very kind 

parishioner. The young artist who did them spent a lot of time researching the accuracy of the colours 

as they would have been available in Palestine at that period. I am sure you will agree the result is 

wonderful. 

CAFOD Volunteer Team 

Just a few hours a month could help us to share updates and enable our parish community to take action 

for global justice. Help us to keep the conversations about human rights, social justice and climate 

action going and stay connected with those who are impacted by poverty and injustice. You will be 

supported by Carol Cross our local CAFOD worker for the Diocese, contact her for more details 

ccross@cafod.org.uk or sign up here www.cafod.org.uk/Volunteer/Sign-up. 

Offertory Collections and Charities: Thank you for your offerings 

▪ Last week’s collection raised £227; thank you very much. 

▪ Thank you for the Christmas collection, which is for the Priest. This came to £281.05. 
 

▪ We have raised £93.51 through Easyfundraising over the last quarter: thank you to those who are 

using the scheme. Please see Kathryn if you would like more information. 

▪ Missio: There are some calendars available in the porch 

Middlesbrough Food Bank 

During Christmas time they urgently need cash donations, or there are arrangements with some 

suppliers such as Tesco where you can get food delivered to them. Middlesbrough.foodbank.org.uk 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

the Sick, Infirm and Housebound: Sally Agar, Mattie Burke, Mary Capaldi, Kitty Carrington,  

Cath Cavanagh, Jenny Cook, David Craig, Col Crossland, Paul Gallagher, Catherine Harmer, Mary-

Rose Harrison, Pauline Harrison, Marta Hatfield, Derrick Johnson, Gerry Kelly, Vince Kelly, Darren 

Kennedy, Lt. Comm. Matthew Kiernan, Vincent O’Donnell, Marie Podgorski,  

Teresa Catherine Powers, Stephen Sangster, Anne Waggott, Ron Waite and Sophie Williams; 

those who have died recently: Valerie Hopwood, Edward Maughan, Pat Grotrian, Pamela McDonnell, 

Philip Scrope; 

those whose Anniversaries occur about this time: James Drewitt, Alice Mary Maxwell-Stuart, David 

Edward Melling, Stefan Swiderski, Madeleine Carol Waterworth 

Messages from Charities 

▪ Right to Life: would like you to email your MP asking that the Government should not give in to 

demands from the assisted suicide lobby: https://righttolife.org.uk/StopAssistedSuicide 

▪ “Survive” is a York-based charity providing support to those who have survived child sexual abuse, 

rape or sexual assault:  survive-northyorks.org.uk 

Eggs: Free until further notice 

Please take what you need from the Porch, many thanks to Trish and Jane. You are still welcome to 

donate to the Poor Box if you wish, but there is no obligation. 

http://www.cafod.org.uk/Volunteer/Sign-up

