
St John the Evangelist  4th Sunday of Advent 

Fr James Callaghan OSB 20 December 2020 (Year B) 
 

Parish Administrator: Kathryn Lynam; Assistants: Emma Harrison and William Scrope 

Office Hours: Under COVID-19 Wednesday and Friday 9:30-3:30pm. 
 

Telephone 01347 821295 (In an emergency, Fr James’ number at the Abbey is 01439 766016) 
 

Safeguarding Representatives: Mary-Clare Laidlaw and Mark de Groot 
 

easingwoldpriory@ampleforth.org.uk; Personal emails to Fr James: james@ampleforth.org.uk 

Facebook and website at stjohntheevangelisteasingwold.co.uk 
 

 
Mass Times this Week: 

Saturday 19 Feria 

  Mass: Clare Grant RIP 

Sunday 20 4th Sunday of Advent,  

 10:00am Mass: Colette Watson RIP 

Monday 21 Feria 

Tuesday 22 Feria Venerable Mary Ward 

Wednesday 23 Feria 

 10:30am Requiem Mass for Pat Grotrian 

  (15 places available for the Parish: please book in) 

Thursday 24 Feria  

 8:00pm First Mass of Christmas: Parish 

Friday 25 The Nativity of the Lord, Solemnity 

 10:00am Mass: Parish 

Saturday 26 St Stephen, Feast 

  Mass: Annette-Maria Tyrrell RIP 

Sunday 27 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph, Feast 

  10:00am          Mass: Parish 
 

A Christmas Message from Fr James: 

“Lord, you have given us a very hard year to endure: THANK YOU FOR THIS YEAR!” This is a prayer of 

my own devising, and it is one I would like to share with you all. Not given to too much originality, I suspect 

it is based on the famous verses from the Book of Job: “The Lord has given, the Lord has taken away; blessed 

be the name of the Lord!! 

I remember in my rebellious youth (of which I am told traces still remain…..) I jokingly used to wish people, 

at this time of year, a “Cool Yule”; lately, looking out at the weather and listening to the news, I was 

wondering how our ancestors in these islands experienced Yule, and I began to think how very hard their 

lives must have been. There were few certainties: it was dark, cold, and there was no guarantee there would 

be food to eat. Keeping fed, in fact, as well as keeping warm and clean, was a pressing problem. And yet, 

something made them rise above their terrible hardships and celebrate at this very time of year, even though 

they could not have expressed what they were truly celebrating. 

We may have come a long way since then, but we still feel the urge to celebrate – only this time, to celebrate 

an event of unspeakably great proportions: the coming of God Himself into this beautiful, pristine world: to 

come and live among people just like ourselves, no matter how hungry, poor, cold and dirty they may have 

been (at least in those lands so distant from the land of Israel). I wonder at times just what it was like for the 

new-born Jesus – the very Word of the Father, who was from all eternity - to lie in a manger, a place not 

noted or recommended for comfort and hygiene! 



Surely this is the message of Christmas: that into the darkness and cold of our human suffering light has come 

– a “light that the darkness could not overpower”, as St John says. The baby born in that manger has come to 

teach us that even when things are at their worst, The One who conquers all evil has arrived to snatch us from 

all that suffering which, rightly accepted, purifies and strengthens us. So let our hearts be lightened; let us 

celebrate and rejoice, even under the restraints we find ourselves under, and let us actually dare to grasp that 

Hope which the Babe of Bethlehem has come to give us – sure in the knowledge that He will never let us 

down. 

In conclusion, may I offer you an antiphon which we will be singing at Ampleforth (and in monasteries 

throughout the world) at Vespers on the evening of Christmas Day, and for the whole of the following week. 

Perhaps you may like to pray it with us on those days, at whatever time you like. Here is the original Latin, 

which is what we sing, followed by the English translation: 

Hodie Christus natus est: hodie Salvator apparuit; 

hodie in terra canunt angeli, laetantur archangeli; 

hodie exultant justi dicentes: 

Gloria in excelsis Deo, alleluia! 

…………………………………………….. 

Today, Christ is born, today the Saviour has appeared; 

today angels are singing on earth, archangels rejoice;  

today the just exult as they say: 

Glory to God in the highest, alleluia! 
 
May God bless each and every one of you with a Joyful, Holy and Hope-filled Christmas! 

Deo, Deo, Deo Gratias! Fr James. 
 
Prayer to St Michael: Holy Michael, Archangel, defend us in the day of battle. Be our safeguard against the 

wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do Thou, Prince of the Heavenly 

Host, by the power of God, thrust down into hell Satan and all the wicked spirits who wander through the world 

for the ruin of souls. Amen.  

Thought for Christmas 

There is headroom in the cave of Bethlehem for everybody who knows how to stoop. 

Mgr Ronald Knox 

Arrangements for Christmas 

Just to confirm there will be no Children’s crib service on Christmas Eve. The Christmas Eve Mass is 

now full to capacity, but you can still book a place for the 10am Mass on Christmas Day.  

After both Masses comes the plea for cleaning: there will be plenty of bottles of spray and blue roll 

available, and if as many people as possible turn to and wipe down the benches, it will be a great help. 

Christmas Cards in the Porch 

As usual, these can be left for others to collect, on the proviso that any still left in there by the end of 

January will go into Kathryn’s crafting collection… 

Christmas Prayers for our Parish 

This is a time when our Church is normally overflowing -  it wasn’t too long ago that we topped 300 

across three Masses. Whilst in more recent years we have been closer to 200 people it is still a testament 

to the importance of Mass at Christmas. This year, not only are we limited to what we can achieve by 

social distancing, but also there are people who attend regularly yet, for shielding reasons, do not feel 

they can come. Please pray for them, and for all of us, at this special time. 

St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) 

The SVP nationally has been working hard to meet needs in parishes and communities. In this difficult 

situation they have arranged for some Zoom sessions for anyone interested in learning more about what 

they do. Please collect a leaflet from the Porch, or contact Kathryn. We do have a local branch, and if 

you would like more information about that please ring Pauline on 823675 



SPECIAL PRAYERS ASKED FOR! 

On 4th and 5th January 2021 we also have our Abbatial Election, Abbot Cuthbert’s term of office being 

about to expire. Every abbatial election is crucial, but this one possibly even more so, so please remember 

us all in your prayers in that regard. 

You may be assured of my and our prayers for you all too, in this (I keep saying it, but it is true!) 

wonderful parish of St John the Evangelist in Easingwold. 

God bless you all – and don’t forget to make the most of the remainder of this privileged season of 

Advent! 

Fr James. 
 

Messages from Charities 

▪ Right to Life: would like you to email your MP asking that the Government should not give in to 

demands from the assisted suicide lobby: https://righttolife.org.uk/StopAssistedSuicide 

▪ “Survive” is a York-based charity providing support to those who have survived child sexual abuse, 

rape or sexual assault:  survive-northyorks.org.uk 

▪ St. Elisabeth Convent Online Christmas Market: Christmas ornaments; wooden toys; Nativity sets; 

Russian matryoshka dolls etc. https://catalog.obitel-minsk.com/christmas-market 
 

Offertory Collections and Charities: Thank you for your offerings 

▪ The collection last week raised £170.00, thank you very much. 
 

▪ We have raised £93.51 through Easyfundraising over the last quarter: thank you to those who are using 

the scheme. Please see Kathryn if you would like more information. 

▪ Christmas Flowers: donation plate still available this week 
 

Middlesbrough Food Bank 

In the run up to Christmas they urgently need cash donations, or there are arrangements with some 

suppliers such as Tesco where you can get food delivered to them. Middlesbrough.foodbank.org.uk 
 

Message from Alice Watson 

Thank you to all Parishioners who have arranged for Masses to be said for Colette. I would also like to 

thank everyone for the cards and letters I have received, as well as many offers of help. It is a privilege 

to be a member of this wonderful, caring Parish. 
 

Advent Resources: Please contact Kathryn for links and details. 

▪ Churches Together: “Watching and Waiting”: There is a booklet available if you are interested, and 

some Zoom sessions being run. 

▪ CAFOD have a variety of Advent resources including Advent prayer cards, reflections, and an online 

carol service guide. Please see cafod.org.uk/parishes 

▪ Missio: There are some calendars available in the porch 
 

Information and Useful Links 

▪ Please let Kathryn have your email for the bulletin 

▪ Search for our closed group on Facebook 

▪ Please see our website for a list of on-line resources, including churches who are live-streaming Mass, 

and Magnificat’s offer for free on-line access during this troubled time. 
 

▪ Catholic Universe and Catholic Times: can be delivered to you weekly: 3 months for £22.00 or 12 

months for £80.00. See www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call 0161 820 5722 

▪ For editions of all the catholic papers you can also go on www.ChurchPaper.co.uk. 
 

Eggs: Free until further notice 

Please take what you need from the Porch, many thanks to Trish and Jane. You are still welcome to 

donate to the Poor Box if you wish, but there is no obligation. 

https://catalog.obitel-minsk.com/christmas-market
http://www.churchpaper.co.uk/


PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

the Sick, Infirm and Housebound: Sally Agar, Mattie Burke, Mary Capaldi, Kitty Carrington,  

Cath Cavanagh, Jenny Cook, David Craig, Col Crossland, Paul Gallagher, Catherine Harmer, Mary-Rose 

Harrison, Pauline Harrison, Marta Hatfield, Derrick Johnson, Gerry Kelly, Vince Kelly, Darren Kennedy, 

Lt. Comm. Matthew Kiernan, Marie Podgorski, Teresa Catherine Powers, Stephen Sangster, Anne 

Waggott, Ron Waite and Sophie Williams; 

those who have died recently: Pat Grotrian, Pamela McDonnell, Philip Scrope and Colette Watson; those 

whose Anniversaries occur about this time: Marika Gore, Patricia Clare Grant, Arthur Greenfield and 

William Clement Russell. 

 
  

 
 

 


