
St John the Evangelist  1st Sunday of Advent 

Fr James Callaghan OSB 29 November 2020 (Year A) 
 

Parish Administrator: Kathryn Lynam; Assistants: Emma Harrison and William Scrope 

Office Hours: Under COVID-19 Wednesday and Friday 9:30-3:30pm. 
 

Telephone 01347 821295 (In an emergency, Fr James’ number at the Abbey is 01439 766016) 

Safeguarding Representatives: Mary-Clare Laidlaw and Mark de Groot 
 

easingwoldpriory@ampleforth.org.uk; Personal emails to Fr James: james@ampleforth.org.uk 

Facebook and website at stjohntheevangelisteasingwold.co.uk 
   

Mass Times this Week: 

Saturday 28 Feria 

  Mass: François de Galard RIP  

Sunday 29 1st Sunday of Advent,  

  Mass: Parish 

  11:00am Private Prayer   

Monday 30 St Andrew, Apostle, Feast  

Tuesday 1 Feria  

Wednesday 2 Feria 

                        Mass: Annie Holton RIP 

11:00am Private Prayer  

Thursday 3 St Francis Xavier, Priest, Mem 

  Mass:  

Friday 4 St John Damascene, Priest & Doctor, Mem 

 9:30am         Mass: Michael Sharp RIP 

Saturday 5 Feria 

  Mass: Parish 

 11:00am Blessing of Crib Figures on Market Green  

Sunday 6 2nd Sunday of Advent 

10:00am Mass: Colette Watson RIP 

St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) 

The SVP nationally has been working hard to meet needs in parishes and communities. In this difficult 

situation they have arranged for some Zoom sessions for anyone interested in learning more about what 

they do. Please collect a leaflet from the Porch, or contact Kathryn. We do have a local branch, and if 

you would like more information about that please ring Pauline on 823675 

Advent Courses: Please contact Kathryn for links and details. 

▪ Churches Together: “Watching and Waiting”: There is a booklet available if you are interested, and 

some Zoom sessions being run. Next is on 1 December at 7pm.  

▪ Catholic Vocation Projects course for young Adults (18-35): “Compass in Advent”. Fridays, 7pm. Our 

lives are being turned upside down due to COVID-19. Join us to reflect on characters in the Christmas 

story whose lives were also radically changed, and how God is speaking to us today.  

Thought for the Week 

Mark the season of Advent by loving and serving others with God’s own love and concern. 

St Theresa of Calcutta 



Prayer to St Michael: Holy Michael, Archangel, defend us in the day of battle. Be our safeguard against the 

wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do Thou, Prince of the Heavenly 

Host, by the power of God, thrust down into hell Satan and all the wicked spirits who wander through the world 

for the ruin of souls. Amen. 

HOW TO HAVE A HAPPY ADVENT 

Yes, a happy Advent is possible – even this year – and it doesn’t have to cost any money, just a bit of 

time. This Sunday is the beginning of Advent, that period of waiting and preparing for the great 

celebration of the irruption of God Himself into this world. 

So, how to enjoy it? It will help greatly if we look honestly at what Advent is about – and we all know 

deep down that it is not about frantic shopping, partying and miles of tinsel; going shopping, having a 

party and even tinsel can be good providing we don’t lose our reason over them – after all, it is no sin to 

cheer ourselves (and others!) up. 

This year, though, after all we have been through, how about making a resolution to set aside a little time 

each day to ponder what it is we are waiting for? 

St Bernard of Clairvaux spoke of the three comings of Christ (not just two): the first coming, in 

Bethlehem, the second coming, in glory at the end of time, and a third one which he places in between 

these two – that silent coming of the Lord which happens every single day. It happens every time Mass 

is said and it happens also whenever we turn to Him in our hearts/minds and pray (ie talk) to Him or 

simply to be there, with no words, and know that he is indeed there with us. 

We are at the moment living through a time of fear, and at the very least most of us feel somewhat 

drained by it; we must not lose sight of the fact that the presence of Jesus Christ heals – “Come to me, 

all you who labour and are overburdened, and I shall give you rest” (Mt 11:28) – His presence has been 

likened to a sweet balm that soothes and invigorates the soul, and He never stops inviting us to draw near 

and see for ourselves how, with Him, we can gain a whole new perspective on the world and all those 

things we have always considered so important. 

So, in our daily prayer (no matter how short that prayer may be…) let’s use this Advent to ask Him to 

keep us aware of his actual presence with us, and of how He longs, every day, to pour out on us the Holy 

Spirit who brings the deepest love and consolation. Then, when Christmas comes, may we (Please God) 

be able to celebrate His birth, that birth which teaches us that we have in fact been waiting all our lives 

– waiting for that true reality which is nothing less than Him: a reality which is indeed too beautiful for 

words! 

God bless you all, Fr James. 
  

UK Government COVID-19 Winter Plan 

Following the announcement from the Government we will be able to return to COVID secure Mass 

from Thursday, so Wednesday will be the last private prayer session. There is no need to book for the 

Friday Mass, there is room for those who regularly attend and one or two more. Sunday Mass needs to 

be booked, please can you email if you have not already done so.  

With regards to Christmas Masses, we should be able to have a vigil Mass on Christmas Eve in addition 

to Mass on Christmas Day. We will prioritise places for those people who have been coming to Mass 

during lockdown, followed by those people who attended before lockdown started. If there are any spaces 

after that they will be available for those people who usually come at Christmas. Please email your 

preference for Christmas Eve or Christmas Day to Kathryn. 
  

Offertory Collections and Charities: Thank you for your offerings 

▪ The collection last week raised £35, thank you very much. You may be interested to know that thanks 

to the generosity of so many of you, our standing order donations now average £200/week. 
 

▪ We have raised £93.51 through Easyfundraising over the last quarter: thank you to those who are using 

the scheme. Please see Kathryn if you would like more information. 



Messages from Charities 

▪ Right to Life: A cross-party group of MPs from the three largest parties in the UK Parliament have 

come together to bring forward the Abortion (Cleft lip, cleft palate and club foot) Bill. 

To email your MP:  www.standupandsmile.org.uk  

▪ “Survive” is a York-based charity providing support to those who have survived child sexual abuse, 

rape or sexual assault:  survive-northyorks.org.uk 

▪ The YoYo Trust (York Youth) has been given resources to support Christian ministry in schools 

outside of York:    yoyotrust.org.uk 

▪ St. Elisabeth Convent Online Christmas Market: Christmas ornaments; wooden toys; Nativity sets; 

Russian matryoshka dolls etc. https://catalog.obitel-minsk.com/christmas-market 

▪ Information and Useful Links 

▪  Please let Kathryn have your email for the bulletin 

▪  Search for our closed group on Facebook 

▪  Please see our website for a list of on-line resources, including churches who are live-

streaming Mass, and Magnificat’s offer for free on-line access during this troubled time. 

▪  For editions of all the catholic newspapers you can also go on 

www.ChurchPaper.co.uk. 

Eggs: Free until further notice 

Please take what you need from the Porch, many thanks to Trish and Jane. You are still welcome to 

donate to the Poor Box if you wish, but there is no obligation. 

Middlesbrough Food Bank 

In the run up to Christmas they urgently need cash donations, or there are arrangements with some 

suppliers such as Tesco where you can get food delivered to them. Middlesbrough.foodbank.org.uk 

Catholic Universe and Catholic Times 

These can be delivered to you every week: 3 months for £22.00 or 12 months for £80.00. Please see 

www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call 0161 820 5722 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

the Sick, Infirm and Housebound: Sally Agar, Mattie Burke, Mary Capaldi, Kitty Carrington,  

Cath Cavanagh, Jenny Cook, David Craig, Col Charles Crossland, Paul Gallagher, Pat Grotrian, 

Catherine Harmer, Mary-Rose Harrison, Pauline Harrison, Marta Hatfield, Derrick Johnson,  

Gerry Kelly, Vince Kelly, Darren Kennedy, Lt. Comm. Matthew Kiernan, Marie Podgorski,  

Teresa Catherine Powers, Stephen Sangster, Philip Scrope, Ron Waite and Sophie Williams; 

those who have died recently: Colette Watson and those whose Anniversaries occur about this time: 

Elizabeth Abbott, Josephine Buck, Dorothy May Callaghan, Dorothy Coleman, Angela Rita Field, John 

Fletcher, Mary Gill, Tom Hopperton, Marjorie Jackson, Freddie McGuinness, Dorothy Sewart and 

Agnes Williams 

 

  

https://catalog.obitel-minsk.com/christmas-market


 

Opening of the Church for Mass: Reminders re the Guidelines we are following 

Thank you to all those who are helping in whatever way to allow us to do this. 

IF YOU SHOW ANY SYMPTOMS OF THE VIRUS, 

PLEASE SELF-ISOLATE AND DO NOT COME INTO CHURCH. 
 

1. Under normal circumstances, the church is 

open for 9:30am Mass on Wednesdays and 

Fridays and for Mass at 10am on Sundays. 

The church is closed during the remaining 

time for thorough cleaning. 

2. Please wear a face-covering and sanitise 

your hands on entering and leaving Church. 

3. Stewards will guide you to assigned seats, 

& help you follow government guidelines. 

4. Please use the one-way system: enter 

through the main church door and exit via 

the sacristy and hall. [NB: Wednesday is 

an exception as the Hall is occupied.] 

5. Please take great care lighting candles 

because of the inflammable nature of hand-

gel. (Fire extinguisher in the porch). 

6. One person (or one household) only in the 

Lady chapel at a time. The balcony remains 

closed under current conditions. 

 
7. At Holy Communion follow the Steward’s 

guidance. Please do not queue down the 

aisle, but fan out along the altar step. Please 

hold your hands out at arms’ length. 

8. Fr James cannot greet people at the end of 

mass - the rules state that people should 

leave promptly. 

9. Minimise risk by minimising touch: 

▪ Please avoid touching the statues and 

Wren furniture; we do not wish to damage 

them by the enhanced cleaning necessary. 

▪ Please avoid using the loos if at all 

possible; if you do use them, please advise 

us so they can be wiped down afterwards. 

▪ Please take a bulletin away with you. 

▪ There will be no holy water in the stoup 

▪ There is no sign of peace during Mass. 

 

 


