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Mass Times this Week 

Saturday 30 Feria 

  Mass: The Kelly Family  

Sunday 31 Pentecost, Solemnity 

 10:00am Mass: The Hodgkiss Family  

Monday 1 Mary, Mother of the Church, Mem  

Tuesday 2 Feria  

Wednesday 3 St Charles Lwanga and Companions, Martyrs, Mem 

 9:30am Mass: Arthur French Month's Mind  

Thursday 4 Feria 

 6:30pm Mass: Ian Davie RIP  

Friday 5 St Boniface, Bishop, Martyr, Mem 

 9:30am Mass: Michael Carter RIP  

Saturday 6 Feria 

  Mass: Parish  

Sunday 7 Most Holy Trinity, Solemnity 

 10:00am Mass: Ben Cuming Month's Mind 

 

LAUDETUR JESUS CHRISTUS! 

Perhaps I should begin by wishing you all a Happy Birthday!! No, I haven't gone mad: today, 

Whitsunday, or Pentecost, has been referred to as the "Birthday of the Church" since earliest times, and 

indeed, the Preface of Pentecost refers to the Church's coming to birth. Since you and I are, by God's 

grace, members of the Church, which is the Mystical Body of Christ, I just think the greeting is pretty 

appropriate, not least as a summons to celebrate! 

So what are we celebrating today? A number of things! Firstly, the pouring out of the Holy Spirit on the 

Apostles (and later, on us) marks the completion of the whole Redemptive act of Christ, whose sacrificial 

death, resurrection and ascension to the right hand of the Father made possible the sending of that Holy 

Spirit to make each one of us holy and to gather us together into the one people of God. 

Unity, indeed, is one of the principle gifts of the Holy Spirit; what was the first effect of the descent of 

that Spirit? It was that people from all over the known world, basically from modern Iran to North Africa, 

were able to hear and understand the apostles as they spoke, filled with the Spirit, in their own language 

of Aramaic. It was as though the catastrophe of the Tower of Babel had been reversed. 

There is a significance in this for us; the sin of Babel was the overweening pride of the human race, 

which thought it could build a tower to heaven - in other words, reach heaven under its own steam - with 

chaos and disorder as the inevitable result. Look at the human race today: are we any better? Has it not 

expended vast amounts of energy trying to build some sort of utopia (of its own design, of course) 

entirely without that Wisdom which the Holy Spirit alone can give? Is it not, even now, engaged in 

(cont.) 



trying to build a sort of "virtual" world in which Truth has little place? Has it not even attempted more 

recently to overthrow the fundamentals of the human condition itself, notably with regard to marriage, 

with the result that so many are now prepared to accept the most outlandish ideas of the most basic 

human identity? 

On this day, then, perhaps we should pray all the more fervently for a vast outpouring of the Holy Spirit 

upon all suffering humanity, so that men and women everywhere may come to know the Truth, and the 

Truth will set us free (John 8:32). Let us pray that the Spirit of Consolation, of Peace, of Truth and indeed 

of Unity may be poured into us, too; let us make room for that Spirit by being willing to learn, to accept 

that alone we can do nothing (see John 15:5); may the unity of that first Pentecost be re-established, so 

that Our Lord's prayer may be fulfilled: "May they all be one, just as, Father, you are in me and I am in 

you, so that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe it was you who sent me" (John 17:21). 

Perhaps this awful pandemic has come to enable us all to take stock, to see where our societies and 

civilisations are actually heading; perhaps you and I have a role to play in truly "making the world a 

better place" in the deepest sense! Perhaps we should pray to the Holy Spirit with a humble yet confident 

earnestness, remembering the promise of Jesus regarding this very day(John 16:8):- 

I will send Him to you. 

And when He comes, 

He will show the world how wrong it was, 

about sin, and about who was in the right. 

Veni, Sancte Spiritus! 

God bless you all, Fr James. 

Thought for the Week 
“You can do more than pray after you have prayed, but you cannot do more than pray until you have prayed. 

Pray often, for prayer is a shield to the soul, a sacrifice to God, and a scourge to Satan.” 

John Bunyan; my italics 

Novena to the Holy Spirit 

Father James recited the Veni Sancte Spiritus on a live video link on Friday at 12 Noon. We did have 

some issues with the WiFi connection, but we hope that what we managed to do is of a comfort. It will 

continue to be available and can be watched at 12 Noon. If you are not part of our closed Facebook 

group, please feel free to join. Kathryn will have to authorise your membership, but she will keep an 

eye out for new requests. 
 
Catholic Herald 

From May, the Catholic Herald is changing from a weekly to a monthly publication. We will be sent 

some copies in time for the first Sunday of each month. You may prefer to become a subscriber, and 

receive 12 monthly issues as well as access to their new website, their historic archives and a weekly 

podcast from Rome. A print and digital subscription costs £59.99 a year; digital only is £45. Please 

contact Kathryn if you would like more information. 
 
Message from Anne Trimmins regarding the Missio Red Boxes 

The Holy Father has established an emergency fund to come to the aid of those people and 

communities who are being tragically impacted by the Coronavirus pandemic. He has asked each one 

of us to contribute what we can to help the Churches overseas, through Missio. 

Any gift you can give at this time will help our Missionaries reach out to the most vulnerable people 

and offer them spiritual and practical support; and any prayer you offer for them will surely be heard. 

You can donate by phone on 020 7821 9755 during office hours or online at missio.org.uk. Thank you. 
 
Upcoming Events 

We would ask that you still keep Saturday 4 July free for a Summer Fayre, hoping that we will be able 

to hold such an event by that time. If we can, it will indeed be a Parish Celebration! 
 
  

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fmissio.org.uk%26c%3DE%2C1%2CgKuS-dnKa2VTUITgY1UTy3avqbD8BtHk8d9wKyU0KRG5-EmbfC3UPzRKIFWrRHx_Tl6UhjI6r4GnKjgdceL4PiQSOljF_RUxGa2t7u7uEvpP0owMwg%2C%2C%26typo%3D1&data=02%7C01%7Ceasingwoldpriory%40ampleforth.org.uk%7Cf64631e530534007494e08d7f0d2fe22%7C645c91aa6e694ba283433804cfa3c965%7C0%7C0%7C637242661304180416&sdata=Rc1gUsolDOTGEnU%2FoIsz%2FoweeccPFVCShKWIFuDkNRE%3D&reserved=0


Eggs: Free until further notice 

Please take what you need from the Porch, many thanks to Trish and Jane. You are still welcome to 

donate to the Poor Box if you wish, but there is no obligation. 
 
Information and Useful Links 

Please see our website for a list of on-line resources, including churches who are live-streaming Mass, 

and Magnificat’s offer for free on-line access during this troubled time. You can also go on 

www.ChurchPaper.co.uk for editions of all the catholic newspapers. 

Kathryn will email you the bulletin if you let her have your address. 

Offertory Collections and Charities: 

Thank you for those of you who have offered different ways in which they can still make an offering 

to the Parish. Envelopes can be dropped through the letterbox of the priory, and if you wish to pay by 

standing order, Kathryn can set that up. We are most grateful for whatever you can do. This week, 

Kathryn counted £166.47 from envelopes dropped through the door, and several new standing orders 

have been set up. Cheques can be made payable to “Ampleforth Abbey Trust”, for the Parish Account:  

Fr James does not have a personal bank account. 

“Home Retreats” at Ampleforth Abbey 

Each retreat consists of a 10-15 minute reflection, given every Saturday morning at 11am by various 

members of the monastic community. They can be found live or can be watched later on YouTube. 

The text containing the reflections and suggestions will be available on the Abbey news feed. 

Middlesbrough Food Bank: no current donations 

Please remember that financial donations would still be welcome, which can be done on-line. 

Note that if you have items you would like to donate, we can arrange for them to go to the Easingwold 

Food Bank in lieu. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

the Sick, Infirm and Housebound: Sally Agar, Mattie Burke, Mary Capaldi, Kitty Carrington,  

Cath Cavanagh, Jenny Cook, David Craig, Paul Gallagher, Pat Grotrian, Catherine Harmer,  

Graham Harrand, Mary-Rose Harrison, Marta Hatfield, Vince Kelly, Darren Kennedy,  

Lt. Commander Matthew Kiernan, Kay Moss, Marion Myers, Marie Podgorski, Harrison Torr and 

Sophie Williams; those who have Died recently: Barbara Burnett, Dorothy Kendra, Richard Galloway, 

Michael Carter, Judith Gilbert, Philip Gilbert , Graziella Szymczak and Susan Layton and those whose 

Anniversaries occur about this time: Doris Mary Basnett, Josephine Delves Broughton, Hilda Drury, 

Teresa Gilbert, Jozeph Dziurzynski, Anthony Cosgrove, Winifred Mary Bromfield Callaghan, Anne 

Gertrude Segriff 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.ChurchPaper.co.uk%26c%3DE%2C1%2CU3NOsSbQjdSHLQ-cgdlJ4imVA29CWuDTTg7u4b_35sDtzu6PW5MurlkaCRDzGg4r6J3E0Y4nMIZGYuse8LF-l9h-mlZfzmiCPrX4Rz1ubYuiyUI%2C%26typo%3D1&data=02%7C01%7Ceasingwoldpriory%40ampleforth.org.uk%7C1dce075c826a4fafbe8c08d7ce87fced%7C645c91aa6e694ba283433804cfa3c965%7C0%7C0%7C637204956073650197&sdata=OCF4R4NiasFmXvPsHrTxOhnumU0P61C0CrGAKZWc630%3D&reserved=0

