
 

St John the Evangelist  7th Sunday of Easter 

Fr James Callaghan OSB 24 May 2020 (Year A) 
 

Parish Administrator: Kathryn Lynam; Assistants: Emma Harrison and William Scrope 

Office Hours: Weekdays between 10:30am and 1:30pm  01347 821295 
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easingwoldpriory@ampleforth.org.uk; Personal emails to Fr James: james@ampleforth.org.uk 

Facebook and website at stjohntheevangelisteasingwold.co.uk 
 

 
Mass Times this Week 

Saturday 23 Feria 

  Mass: Venerable Mary Ward  

Sunday 24 7th Sunday of Easter 

 10:00am Mass: Jim Waggott RIP  

Monday 25 St Bede the Venerable, Priest, Doctor, Feast  

Tuesday 26 St Gregory VII, pope, Mem  

Wednesday 27 St Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop, Solemnity 

 9:30am Mass: The Waggott Family  

Thursday 28 Feria 

 6:30pm Mass: John Holton RIP  

Friday 29 Feria 

 9:30am Mass: GK Special Intention  

Saturday 30 Feria 

  Mass: The Kelly Family  

Sunday 31 Pentecost, Solemnity 

 10:00am Mass: Parish 

 

Novena to the Holy Spirit 

Father James recited the Veni Sancte Spiritus on a live video link on Friday at 12 Noon. We did 

have some issues with the WiFi connection, but we hope that what we managed to do is of a 

comfort. It will continue to be available and can be watched at 12 Noon. If you are not part of our 

closed Facebook group, please feel free to join. Kathryn will have to authorise your membership, 

but she will keep an eye out for new requests. 

 

Thought for the Week 

The secret of happiness is to live moment by moment and to thank God for all that He, in His 

goodness, sends to us day after day. 

St. Gianna Molla 

Died 1962 after refusing an abortion which may have saved her own life. 
 

  



LAUDETUR JESUS CHRISTUS! 

Here we are in this privileged time between the Ascension and Pentecost, and the three readings 

for Mass today give some invaluable pointers as to how we might use it. 

For example, what was the first thing the Apostles did after Jesus had gone up to Heaven? Together, 

they went back into the City, and together they "joined in continuous prayer". I emphasise this 

"togetherness" because that is precisely what we cannot do at this virus-ridden time; how strange 

it is for me to celebrate Holy Mass with none of you present - it feels incomplete, and I long for the 

day when we can all come together again! In the meantime, though, we can and must remember 

the encouraging words of St Peter: "If you can have some share in the sufferings of Christ, be 

glad..."; surely what we are going through right now is a participation in Christ's sufferings if we 

respond to it rightly - that is, in a spirit of acceptance and determination, with God's help, to come 

through. 

And a major part of what we hope will be our right response is to remember my second emphasis 

above: the continuous prayer of the Apostles. My dear friends, let us never forget how essential 

prayer actually is; it is no exaggeration to say that it is as important as breathing if our spirits are to 

have a chance to grow, to mature. Human nature being what it is, of course, many people find it 

only too easy to lose the habit of prayer; in this case, an act of will is required. To someone who 

says that they find prayer difficult, or that they don't have time, I would say simply "persevere" and 

never think of giving up! 

Choose a particular time of day when you know you won't have other commitments, and at that 

time simply sit down quietly and tell God that you are going to give a bit of time to Him. A set 

prayer may help, but at all costs focus on actually being in His presence (because that is what you 

are!); try to begin with a prayer of thanks - we all have things to be thankful for - before you move 

on to telling Him of your worries and needs. Don't let your mind dwell on these though: remember 

you are talking to someone, not having a little think! Try to hold on to your knowledge that He is 

with you then, and simply be silent for a short while, giving Him a chance to work his wonders in 

your soul. 

Remember, too, that Our Lady was with the Apostles in that Upper Room, so speak to her, too; 

Christ's mother - our mother! 

And we could do a lot worse than to let the words of today's gospel (which are a part of what is 

known as the "Priestly Prayer of Christ") seep into our being. Rejoice in the "power over all 

mankind" that the Father has given Him; where in the world do we find absolute power? Many 

have tried to achieve it, with horrific consequences because it is not something any mortal being 

can possess. It lies exclusively with Christ, who has the power to "give eternal life to all those you 

have entrusted to him." It sounds almost too good to be true but, my dear friends, that means you 

and me! We have in reality been entrusted to Christ (remember baptism!!), whose will it is that we 

should live for ever - in glory! 

Still taking up Our Lord's words in this gospel: you and I have received His teaching; we have 

believed it (even though possibly we don't understand it fully...): ergo, we have eternal life! This is 

what Eastertide has been all about; as it draws to a close let us pray with some urgency to the Holy 

Spirit for the grace to understand more clearly and to respond with trust, with faith and - virus or 

no virus - with joy! 

God bless you all and let us keep praying for each other, Fr James. 
 
 

Catholic Herald 

From May, the Catholic Herald is changing from a weekly to a monthly publication. We will be 

sent some copies in time for the first Sunday of each month. You may prefer to become a subscriber, 

and receive 12 monthly issues as well as access to their new website, their historic archives and a 

weekly podcast from Rome. A print and digital subscription costs £59.99 a year; digital only is 

£45. Please contact Kathryn if you would like more information. 



Message from Anne Trimmins regarding the Missio Red Boxes 

The Holy Father has established an emergency fund to come to the aid of those people and 

communities who are being tragically impacted by the Coronavirus pandemic. He has asked each 

one of us to contribute what we can to help the Churches overseas, through Missio. 

Any gift you can give at this time will help our Missionaries reach out to the most vulnerable people 

and offer them spiritual and practical support; and any prayer you offer for them will surely be 

heard. 

You can donate by phone on 020 7821 9755 during office hours or online at missio.org.uk. Thank 

you. 

Upcoming Events 

We would ask that you still keep Saturday 4 July free for a Summer Fayre, hoping that we will be 

able to hold such an event by that time. If we can, it will indeed be a Parish Celebration! 

Eggs: Free until further notice 

Please take what you need from the Porch, many thanks to Trish and Jane. You are still welcome 

to donate to the Poor Box if you wish, but there is no obligation. 

Information and Useful Links 

Please see our website for a list of on-line resources, including churches who are live-streaming 

Mass, and Magnificat’s offer for free on-line access during this troubled time. You can also go on 

www.ChurchPaper.co.uk for editions of all the catholic newspapers. 

Kathryn will email you the bulletin if you let her have your address. 

Offertory Collections and Charities: 

Thank you for those of you who have offered different ways in which they can still make an offering 

to the Parish. Envelopes can be dropped through the letterbox of the priory, and if you wish to pay 

by standing order, Kathryn can set that up. We are most grateful for whatever you can do. This 

week, Kathryn counted £70 from envelopes dropped through the door, and several new standing 

orders have been set up. Cheques can be made payable to “Ampleforth Abbey Trust”, for the Parish 

Account:  

Fr James does not have a personal bank account. 

“Home Retreats” at Ampleforth Abbey 

Each retreat consists of a 10-15 minute reflection, given every Saturday morning at 11am by 

various members of the monastic community. They can be found live or can be watched later on 

YouTube. The text containing the reflections and suggestions will be available on the Abbey news 

feed. 

Middlesbrough Food Bank: no current donations 

Please remember that financial donations would still be welcome, which can be done on-line. 

Note that if you have items you would like to donate, we can arrange for them to go to the 

Easingwold Food Bank in lieu. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

the Sick, Infirm and Housebound: Sally Agar, Mattie Burke, Mary Capaldi, Kitty Carrington,  

Cath Cavanagh, Jenny Cook, David Craig, Paul Gallagher, Pat Grotrian, Catherine Harmer,  

Graham Harrand, Mary-Rose Harrison, Marta Hatfield, Vince Kelly, Darren Kennedy,  

Lt. Commander Matthew Kiernan, Kay Moss, Marion Myers, Marie Podgorski, Harrison Torr and 

Sophie Williams; those who have Died recently: Arthur French, Ben Cuming, Richard Galloway, 

Michael Carter, Judith Gilbert, Philip Gilbert , Graziella Szymczak and Susan Layton and those 

whose Anniversaries occur about this time: Kathleen Satchwell, Alfred Richard Andrews, Mary 

Teresa Beck, Patricia Thelma Willis, Fr Osmund Jackson, Betty Harper Lee 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fmissio.org.uk%26c%3DE%2C1%2CgKuS-dnKa2VTUITgY1UTy3avqbD8BtHk8d9wKyU0KRG5-EmbfC3UPzRKIFWrRHx_Tl6UhjI6r4GnKjgdceL4PiQSOljF_RUxGa2t7u7uEvpP0owMwg%2C%2C%26typo%3D1&data=02%7C01%7Ceasingwoldpriory%40ampleforth.org.uk%7Cf64631e530534007494e08d7f0d2fe22%7C645c91aa6e694ba283433804cfa3c965%7C0%7C0%7C637242661304180416&sdata=Rc1gUsolDOTGEnU%2FoIsz%2FoweeccPFVCShKWIFuDkNRE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.ChurchPaper.co.uk%26c%3DE%2C1%2CU3NOsSbQjdSHLQ-cgdlJ4imVA29CWuDTTg7u4b_35sDtzu6PW5MurlkaCRDzGg4r6J3E0Y4nMIZGYuse8LF-l9h-mlZfzmiCPrX4Rz1ubYuiyUI%2C%26typo%3D1&data=02%7C01%7Ceasingwoldpriory%40ampleforth.org.uk%7C1dce075c826a4fafbe8c08d7ce87fced%7C645c91aa6e694ba283433804cfa3c965%7C0%7C0%7C637204956073650197&sdata=OCF4R4NiasFmXvPsHrTxOhnumU0P61C0CrGAKZWc630%3D&reserved=0

