
St John the Evangelist  5th Sunday of Easter 

Fr James Callaghan OSB 10 May 2020 (Year A) 
 

Parish Administrator: Kathryn Lynam; Assistants: Emma Harrison and William Scrope 

Office Hours: Weekdays between 10:30am and 1:30pm  01347 821295 
 

Safeguarding Representatives: Mary-Clare Laidlaw and Mark de Groot 
 

easingwoldpriory@ampleforth.org.uk; Personal emails to Fr James: james@ampleforth.org.uk 

Facebook and website at stjohntheevangelisteasingwold.co.uk 
 

Mass Times this Week 

Saturday 9 Feria 

  Mass: The Richards Family  

Sunday 10 5th Sunday of Easter 

 10:00am Mass: Parish  

Monday 11 Ss Odo, Maieul, Odilo, Hugh & Bl Peter the Venerable, Abbots of Cluny, Mem  

Tuesday 12 Feria  

Wednesday 13 Our Lady of Fatima, Mem 

 9:30am Mass: John and James Garner RIP  

Thursday 14 St Matthias, Apostle, Feast 

 6:30pm Mass: Simon Maxwell Scott RIP  

Friday 15 Dedication of the Cathedral, Feast 

 9:30am Mass: Charles O’Donnell RIP  

Saturday 16 St Pachomius, Abbot, Mem 

  Mass: Gillian Mayne Month's Mind  

Sunday 17 6th Sunday of Easter 

 10:00am Mass: Parish 
 
Prayer to St Michael 

Holy Michael, Archangel, defend us in the day of battle. Be our safeguard against the wickedness 

and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do Thou, Prince of the Heavenly 

Host, by the power of God, thrust down into hell Satan and all the wicked spirits who wander through 

the world for the ruin of souls. Amen. 
 
 
LAUDETUR JESUS CHRISTUS! 

Let's have a look at what Our Lord says in today's gospel: "I am the Way, the Truth and the Life" - it 

is a key text and not only because it is one of the solemn "I Am" or "ego eimi" texts! 

Even pagans (of whom there are vast numbers, alas, in our country) often speak of life as a "journey"; 

towards what, they never make clear, but for us who have been baptised into the Godhead we know 

very well. Jesus speaks of there being "many rooms in my Father's house" and goes on to say that he 

has already made us a reservation there and that he "shall return to take you with me". That indeed is 

the goal towards which we are progressing, even if only limpingly: the crucial thing is to keep going! 

The way to our destination is, Christ tells us, Himself; we have already been claimed by him and our 

part is simply to stick with him; it cannot always be easy - was Jesus' life on earth easy? - since it is 

bound to involve, among the hopefully many joys, some suffering as well. During these days of 

pandemic many of us are indeed suffering, and surely it is our job to do what we can to alleviate their 

distress. That is the lesson of the first reading, which recounts the ordination of the first Deacons, 

whose role is one of pure service. 

  



Jesus' life also was one of pure service ("I came to serve, not to be served"; the washing of the disciples' 

feet and many other events) so if we are to truly follow the Way let us accept that serving others - 

rather than ourselves - is part and parcel of this journey. On the other hand, there are many who are no 

longer in a position to serve in the way they used to, or would still like to; for those, it is paradoxically 

an act of service to know how to accept help from others and to do it graciously. 

If we approach our journey in this light we will make headway, but it is still important to read the 

signposts. How do we do that? By speaking directly to the One who is the Way - that is, by prayer. 

My dear friends, please, please, never forget how essential it is to have this relationship with the 

Saviour. Pray - that is, just talk to him: yes, thank him for much, but also ask him for help to keep 

going in the right direction. A Satnav is no use if it is switched off, remember! 

And finally, with the idea of "journey" in mind, let us never get distracted by the good things life can 

throw at us, or dispirited by the bad things; as Pope St Gregory the Great wrote: "The charms of 

prosperity must not lead us astray; for only a foolish traveller, when he sees pleasant fields on his way, 

forgets to go on towards his destination." 

God bless, and let us always pray for each other! 

Fr James. 
 
Thought for the Week 

Success consists of going from failure to failure without loss of enthusiasm. 

Winston Churchill 

“Home Retreats” at Ampleforth Abbey 

We in the monastic community particularly regret not being able to welcome people to stay here on 

retreat. We would like to offer to anyone who is interested, a series of simple short “Home Retreats”. 

We hope will be of some value to you and are our way of continuing to welcome you here to Ampleforth, 

wherever you may find yourself. 

Each retreat consists of a 10-15 minute reflection, given every Saturday morning at 11am by various 

members of the monastic community. Each reflection will conclude with a series of suggestions for 

activities and further reflection throughout the day, wherever you are. We hope you will then join us 

at 8:15pm to pray Compline together. 

The retreats will have a particular emphasis on how monastic values can help all of us engage more 

fruitfully with the challenges and opportunities of life. They can be found live or can be watched later 

on YouTube. The text containing the reflections and suggestions will be available on the Abbey news 

feed. 

Home Retreat Saturday 9th May: “Listen and Live” (Fr Kevin Hayden). “Listen” is the very first word 

of the Rule of Saint Benedict. This retreat will focus on some ways in which listening to our lives can 

help unlock the riches already there! 

Fr Kevin Hayden, Dean of Hospitality 

Lourdes Virtual Journey #Lourdes I AM 

We all know that we won't be actually going on pilgrimage to Lourdes this year but we thought it 

would be nice to organise a virtual journey to Lourdes which will take us 16 days. We will also have 

a virtual pilgrimage during our normal week in Lourdes and details of that week will follow shortly.  

The 16 days of our journey will be themed around the first 16 Apparitions of St Bernadette, 

ending on the day of the 16th apparition when Our Lady says, “I am the Immaculate 

Conception.” 

We would like to invite you to come with us as we go on this journey of faith to visit Our Lady and St 

Bernadette. To this end we would like people to join our journey and donate miles on a daily basis. 

This could be part of your existing exercise or specifically for the journey by walking, running or 

travelling in your wheelchair for anything from 100 yards up to a few miles – while observing social 

distancing, of course! – to add to our daily total.  

  



Whatever distance you have completed we would ask you to email your distance covered through to 

us @ lourdesvirtualwalk@gmail.com on a daily basis by 5pm latest. We would roughly expect to cover 

approx 75 miles a day and have mapped out the various towns that we would stop at on the journey 

and will give you some information on the various towns we stop at as we travel. 

We’ll use our Middlesbrough Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage and Hospitalité Facebook page to record 

our journey and post daily updates including personal reflections, and we would welcome you to post 

comments about your own day’s journey and offer up your own intentions and your own personal 

reflections, including photographs, possibly of family or friends that used to go to Lourdes that are no 

longer with us. We are using our Facebook page as the most useful means of contact with the greatest 

number of our pilgrims. However anybody not currently on Facebook can join up and join our 

Facebook page before we start our journey. I understand that if Facebook is not your normal preference 

you can join Facebook just for our journey and virtual pilgrimage and then deactivate afterwards, 

although it is nice way of keeping in touch with what's happening in our Lourdes family. 

▪ 9.30am: Morning prayer and theme for the day  

▪ 1pm: A personal reflection from a different pilgrim each day posted on Facebook 

▪ 5pm: We’ll update everyone with how far we’ve come, where we are and some information on the 

surrounding town area, including details of who have contributed to our day's journey. 

▪ 7.30pm: Night prayers and Rosary streamed on Facebook Live for everyone to come together in pray  

▪ Upon arriving at Lourdes on Friday evening 22nd May, Night prayers and Rosary at 7.30pm. 

Details of our virtual pilgrimage in Lourdes will follow shortly accessed on the diocesan website, 

https://middlesbrough-diocese.org.uk where details will be shown prior to us arriving in Lourdes. 

Upcoming Events 

We would ask that you still keep Saturday 4 July free for a Summer Fayre, hoping that we will be able 

to hold such an event by that time. If we can, it will indeed be a Parish Celebration! 

Eggs: Free until further notice 

Please take what you need from the Porch, many thanks to Trish and Jane. You are still welcome to 

donate to the Poor Box if you wish, but there is no obligation. 

Information and Useful Links 

Please see our website for a list of on-line resources, including churches who are live-streaming Mass, 

and Magnificat’s offer for free on-line access during this troubled time. You can also go on 

www.ChurchPaper.co.uk for editions of all the catholic newspapers. 

Kathryn will email you the bulletin if you let her have your address. 
  

Offertory Collections and Charities: 

Thank you for those of you who have offered different ways in which they can still make an offering 

to the Parish. Envelopes can be dropped through the letterbox of the priory, and if you wish to pay by 

standing order, Kathryn can set that up. We are most grateful for whatever you can do. This week, 

Kathryn counted £265 from envelopes dropped through the door. Cheques can be made payable to 

“Ampleforth Abbey Trust”, for the Parish Account: Fr James does not have a personal bank account. 

Message from Anne Trimmins regarding the Missio Red Boxes 

I have had a letter of appeal from Fr Anthony Chantry the National Director of Missio (Red Boxes) 

thanking for our support in the past and asking for our prayers for the people of the World who have 

little help at this difficult time. 

The Holy Father has established an emergency fund to come to the aid of those people and 

communities who are being tragically impacted by the Coronavirus pandemic. He has asked each one 

of us to contribute what we can to help the Churches overseas, through Missio. 

Any gift you can give at this time will help our Missionaries reach out to the most vulnerable people 

and offer them spiritual and practical support; and any prayer you offer for them will surely be heard. 

You can donate by phone on 020 7821 9755 during office hours or online at missio.org.uk. Thank you. 

  

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.ChurchPaper.co.uk%26c%3DE%2C1%2CU3NOsSbQjdSHLQ-cgdlJ4imVA29CWuDTTg7u4b_35sDtzu6PW5MurlkaCRDzGg4r6J3E0Y4nMIZGYuse8LF-l9h-mlZfzmiCPrX4Rz1ubYuiyUI%2C%26typo%3D1&data=02%7C01%7Ceasingwoldpriory%40ampleforth.org.uk%7C1dce075c826a4fafbe8c08d7ce87fced%7C645c91aa6e694ba283433804cfa3c965%7C0%7C0%7C637204956073650197&sdata=OCF4R4NiasFmXvPsHrTxOhnumU0P61C0CrGAKZWc630%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fmissio.org.uk%26c%3DE%2C1%2CgKuS-dnKa2VTUITgY1UTy3avqbD8BtHk8d9wKyU0KRG5-EmbfC3UPzRKIFWrRHx_Tl6UhjI6r4GnKjgdceL4PiQSOljF_RUxGa2t7u7uEvpP0owMwg%2C%2C%26typo%3D1&data=02%7C01%7Ceasingwoldpriory%40ampleforth.org.uk%7Cf64631e530534007494e08d7f0d2fe22%7C645c91aa6e694ba283433804cfa3c965%7C0%7C0%7C637242661304180416&sdata=Rc1gUsolDOTGEnU%2FoIsz%2FoweeccPFVCShKWIFuDkNRE%3D&reserved=0


Middlesbrough Food Bank: no current donations 

Please remember that financial donations would still be welcome, which can be done on-line. 

Note that if you have items you would like to donate, we can arrange for them to go to the Easingwold 

Food Bank in lieu. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

the Sick, Infirm and Housebound: Sally Agar, Mattie Burke, Mary Capaldi, Kitty Carrington,  

Cath Cavanagh, Jenny Cook, David Craig, Paul Gallagher, Pat Grotrian, Catherine Harmer,  

Graham Harrand, Mary-Rose Harrison, Marta Hatfield, Vince Kelly, Darren Kennedy,  

Lt. Commander Matthew Kiernan, Kay Moss, Marion Myers, Marie Podgorski, Harrison Torr and 

Sophie Williams; those who have Died recently: Arthur French, Ben Cuming, Susan Layton and 

Richard Galloway and those whose Anniversaries occur about this time: Peter McNally, Simon 

Maxwell-Scott 

 


